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The Captain and the Cadet

1- AMATTER OF HONOR

Eight-year-old Jamie Kirk thinks
shed Ghe luckiest kid in the
galaxy. When her grandmother
dies unexpectedly,Jamie finds
herself temporarily aboard her

Enterprise. Surely, a galay of
adventure awaits! But when a
visit to an intergalactic zoo goeswrong, Jamie finds herself trapped ihostile
territory and over her head in troublelf this is adventure, maybe she should
have stayed on earth.

Chapter 1

“amie Kirk sat miserabU ET OEA AADPOAET 60 1 AFEAAR
Nwrow of numbers? low numbers? stared back at her.
Her grades.
Sheflicked a quick glance at the figure sitting on the other side of the desk He
does not look pleased. Not at all.

Captain James Kk folded his arms across his chest and leaned back in his
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It was clearly not the answer her father wanted to hear.
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A MATTER OF HONOR i
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Jamie winced. Apparently, not telling her father she was failing in three
subjects was aserious blunder. Worse, having to hear about it from one of his

officers appeared to irritate him even more.
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Jamie hadnever worried about schoolwork before. Grandma had never sat her
down and talked about grade® failing or otherwise. ) T OOAAAh veleE AU SiA
together and learned everything of interest not only in lowa, but in much of the
United States as well.The two of them were planning a trip to the moon when?

That was a long time agoJamiereminded herself sadly, before the accident.
Before theEnterprise.
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red tape being what it was, a few days had stretched into a few weeks, and a few
weeks into afew months.

It had now been over six months, and Jamie hoped Starfleet would become so

entangled in red tape that they would forget she existed.
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Unfortunately, the Enterprisewas the source of her current problem.
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so many fascinating things to see and daaboard the Enterprise that she found it e
impossible to find time to complete her school assignments. i
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A MATTER OF HONOR

He let out a long, frustrated breath. O( T x AEA OEEO EADPDAT eo

O0) DAOO Al 1l ® dahie QURDOD AT TADD® G doringE 1

busywork. ThatsocOO T £ EOOEOAOAO T U OOO01I 0086
+EOE OECEAA8 O) AAT OAA Eix EO [ ECEOS
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O) ETTx EITx 0806 ATAICEMS O AMEOAOG. Bskimd 1T OO
anything? AT UOEET ¢ AO Ai18 ) 060 Am aftdr QOblem,| £ Ei
when larAAAU ETTx EITx O Al OEAIi8 )6A 1| OA (
matter-antimatter pods down in engineering with Mr. Scott. He makes the theory
AAOGU O1I O1 AAOOOAT A8d

O 4 BAOO elxdct® in the curriculum for eight-yeari 1 AO8 &
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school time to study matter-antimatter reactE 1T T Oh AOO EOH8 O Ol Eﬁé,&
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Kirk frowned. &1 68 OA 11 BA0OET BA- ABO3 AT 6O xEEI AiEA

O/ E Capthin.) 81 OAOU NOEA @and, and A8 téll$ rhexthingsE | A O
about the engines, the warp core, and the mattetAT OEi AOOAO bPi AO86H i
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Jamie giggled. When her father snapped off the screen, she sighed. The i
scolding must be over. i

| got out of that one pretty well i
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waited. i
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Kirk nodded. o
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i 091 O akefalvay Ay dessert card and forget it ever happened i

i Silence. A tiny shake of hisheaA OT 1 A * Al EA OdgoidAgfohiA D OAE T i x A
i (How will we prevent this from happAT ET ¢ Al 1 heé&sled ACAET e E)i

v 631160 1 AEA Hudwold 6 AT OET C "

v ) 811 OAA xEAO ) A A chdléngirdbut thké & lBoloBO (A T E O
i waved a hand overthe stacks of disks and hard copies of reports strewn across his i
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i HA OI ET AA8 O, A0O60O 1 AEA ydr bériAghdusywok,l at XAéA
i Yy 861 1 x AAdineQfEn@ bdihGhiainage to conque the paper monster in two i
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i +EOE TT1TAAAA8 O) EOOO 1 AAOT AA OEA &AA@OA
i topaline. The Enterprise has been ordered to pick it up and deliver it to the i

i refinerEAO 11 $A1I OA 6ACA86 i

i O4EAO AT AOT 60 OI O1 A ingdlakie hutt@éll OA | AAOM; 0
o O- OOAT AEGO 01 ATAO AT AOGOO OEA 1 AOCAOGO I~
i thereif) OAA UI 6O COAAAO Cci Obp8 $AAlI eb i

i Jamiegasped.A zoo? A whole day with her father? dist the two of them? i

i 6% AR | b

i Sheleaped from her chairand ran around the desk. She threw her arms around i
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i +EOE OAOOOT IAidureddyplh mighiGbC 8(glaiced at his chronometer i
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A MATTER OF HONOR

Jamie looked up when her father entered the recreation hall
two weeks later. He smiled and waved a hard copy of her grades
as hecrossed the room. A few minutes later, he slid beside her
with his supper tray.
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+EOES O AUAAOIERO ' ATAO @8 UO/O8 7TEAO AEA>UI
O4EAO EOB8 O AThatiéadadyishiptanigb théde, even Klingons
AT A 211 01 AT 068 $SEA Ui O ETT x OEAOQebd
Kirk nodded.
Jamie frowned.Of course he knowsOEAO8 (A8 O OEA AADPOAEIT
4EAT OEA Al OOOAAR O+1 ETCiTO AT A 2711 061 Al
Kik OEPPAA EEO Al £F£AA8 031 ebd
O" @ & Federation ship is already in orbit AT A A 21T 1 O1 Al
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they try to blow each otherOP e 6

O.1Th 6AFEAB A Edda plhndtd Belcdne all beings. Theyrealize
that even though we may not be friends wth the Klingons, we are not at war with
them, either.. AEOEAO AOA xA AO xAO xEOE OEA
different OUOOAT O ET T OAEO AOT Olimid euCovd Budingss,O 0
AT A OEAUBdIIT T ETA OEAEOOS8O

Jamiewrinkled her forehead ET OET OCEO0O8 04 EehedmdethAl O x,
Klingon or a Romulan when we beam dowrh OECEOe %OAT AO O E? l
fathernoddAAh * Ai EA COET 1T AA8 O)8A 1 EEA OEAOSi) G
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O) AEAT & Cup EldkekO ) BIAU | EEA Gdsanatingld E TOETA OO GO
OADAAOGET C OEA xi OA OEAldesdeh OA #1011 AT AAD 3
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AT OT' A EAOGA A 1 EOOI A AdOOA AGAEOAI AT 086 i
Kirk shook his head. 0) T GEBT 0611 AET A OEA UT I A@AE
Klingon tossed in. Now, finish your supper and get to bed. You have a big day *
Ol I T O0T x86

Chapter 2

CaptanlLog, Stard#2é6a

We are in orbit around Murdockd O 0 to Adcdk&x much-needed
shipment of topalinefor the refineries on Delta Vega. Th&nterprise
will not be staying forty-eight hours, as assumed from my previous
orders. Ambassador Halley has informed me thatlthough the
Federation won the bid, we could find oursets a possible target from
the losing bdders? particularly from the Klingon Empire Apparently,
they are unwilling to accept their loss andstill remain in orbit. | am
ordered to make the necessaryiglomatic arrangements for the
transfer, beam up the preilous cargo of topaline, and leave orbit all
xEOEET OxAl OA EI 60080
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O) ACOAAhR dnfortihardly, tapAliEeAiSBrar® The Federation pays top
price to make sure we geta® AAAU OODPDBI U886

(EO 1T1TT1TE OOOWdksk, CeldnyOIR EnAtife8Crusds System had an
accident awhile back that weakered their dome. They need this shipment of
topaline to repair it. And they need it right now.o6

O4EA +1TETCITO b6506A1 BADOBO@EAMY hdl enough

to go around. Right?0
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their hands on the topaline as we are.So, the Enterprise A AT 60 toA stolE

around and wait for the Klingon ship to take potshots at her. The Federation
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4 I here was no good way to break the news. No way to soften the blow. 7
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v Jamie slumped®) OEUIB@MEDAEA xABGO0A 110 AO xAO8H
i O 7 A & O AbutitHe &lingons have other weapons besides disruptors. They i
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il wantit Ol AAAIl Ueo il
i O) &mir@ral used to build artificial domes on worlds without an atmosphere. i
i Without topaline, the domes would lose their integrity, and poofd6 + EOE OE O? X
i EAT AO EIT Al@nhEidair idd [0 &ak ©ut. Think about what that would mean
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A MATTER OF HONOR

T

Al AAOOAAT O xAO OAoOuU Ai AAO AAiI OO OEAO8 4
(A O1 OA mEOiIiT *AIiEAGO AOTE AT A OOOT AA

up with t he topaline transfer, protocol visits with the ambassador who arranged

the purchase, the government of- O O A T2AE 8 O
( A OE CE AsAi8 endleb£ fhat means instead of a whole day together, it

looks like ) 6hhvie only a couple of hours this afternoon before we break orbit. |

AEAT 8O0 1 AAT 1T BIOOTI EEGAOIOEGEOOGT AT A )di OT OOU
*Al EA OEOOCCAA8 O/ OAAOO AOA 1T OAAOOKR )
O4EAOB8 O OEA axship) Orlets géf thanbdd; ed\aleishappen shore

1 AAOGAO CAO AAT AAT AABUTIO OBAOAA EA ATxA O AO&FEA O
O) ETTx8 !I'TA ) oxdnythth@o AOU AAT OO EO

(@]]
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X Xe XeC Xe Xp 2 X Xode X X X Xp X Xe X e XERE XXX X X X
M

O, EOOAT h *Ail EAhd +EOE OAEA xEXDE OF OO”\E&EQT; EA
AAT OAlI OACA OEEO OET OA 1 AAOGA8s $1160 (;EC"J§ C
Jamiel T T EAA AOAEEABAK® OEO806 i
"O00 OEA xAOT 80 AAI &lulaethe AIBE - O8 3Dl AE i"l‘

A e
pAg
pAg
O'dd news, Cadeh 6 +EOE OAEA $dEhSbreakfasOiiaydn £ (E 0
table and sat down @ spoke with Ambassador Halleythis morning, and your trip i
to the zoo is back onthe schedule x EOE T 11 U A &£Ax [ ETTO A@Ai
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O7EAO EET A JasmeahkedwbriyA3GeAod A Al OAAAU EAA
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this morning.

091 0 AAAT Al x1 .E®1 EAEEEIATUIEDO OIOAOAO
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with an escorto Yo
@\n escort?Who is it? Lieut. 3 O1 Oe o6 301 O 'xAO 11 00 1 & @T

A g T

Kirk shook hsEAAA8 O. 18 4EA Ccl OAoOT i1 AT O 1T A£OAT,. O
Ei bl OOAT O OEOEOI OOh xEEAE UT O EADPDAI OTiAA
(A COETTAA8 O9AOh ET AAAA8 4EA Ai AAOOAAT C
pl AAOAA xEOE OEA &AAAOAOETDSOQ@M@@O@DE@DT
OPEITET G T OAO 1101 Ui 08 4EAUGOA AAIEQEO@A
Jamied O | felbopdn. 0) EAOA OI ¢TI stéahger® & Agrdaded. x@@E
O) 6A OAOEAOD EQGA AIUA TAVORITiA OT EAAGTI O AT A ) &1

KFrE CAOA * Ah&ERABEGHOED 8liT T E8 O.18 91 0 AO% A
O!'1 11060 1TETAAG AT EA AgAl AEI AAS8 i
Kirk ignoredthe T OOAOO0O008 091 O 1 AU EAOA Aalsddl i ij;éi
EAOA AT AOAT 0086 (A OAIT x1 fethas eight?yeaiofd ruf E 1 Ai [
around alone on a strange plane®o i
0" DO s
O0) Al OAAAU AAAAPOAA OEA 1T £EZAOh O1 )8l \Ii E
M o i
O 9 Twil not beam down without an escort. Is that clear, Cadee 6 i
Right then Jamie wished she were an admiral. Tén she would tell Captain Kirk i
OEAO OEA AEAT 60 EAOA Ol 1T AAU EEO IOAAOO§

(A0 EAOGEAO AEAT & ®) OO0 EAOD Adi OATA(Dwg@I%&(}SiF‘_T
Yy 61 1  Avddtér ludch. Or you can stay aboard ship this morning and go with
melater ET OEA AZEOAOTENC8OTEADSD EO CI

Jamie let out along, disappointed OECE8 O) 811 CI 11 x8¢6

) OEETE OEAGO0 A xEOA AEIl EAkadmeter.E O O
O7AB80A Cci1 O OxAT OU 1 ET O0A Qushehomghdie tocfidishi AA? L
your breakfast, cleanup,andméd O | A ET OEA OOAT 6Pl OOAO ?T I
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A MATTER OF HONOR

He paused clearlywaiting for a response

Z - N~

Golly, I sure wish | was an admiral.

Chapter 3

A1 h *TAATUTh ) ATT680 ETT x ET x badti O
WE'I'AO AOiT OT A EAOAB8S

Jocelyn Brady, public relations liaison for the planetary council, flung her
thick, dark EAEO AAEET A EAO OET Ol AAO AT A O1T1T ORAA
thing, PaOl Aed 3 EA Ci AT AAA AO OEA 1 OAOEAAA AEOI
the two women navigated the early morning crowds of the Aeson central
transporter terminals.

Paula hasteneddT EAAD ODP8 Ay cludea Talarifk Or tvidGand
sometimes a' 1 O1 86 3EA OEEOAOAA8 091 0 CAO OI *OE
little girl at the zoo. And not just any kid. | hear Captain Kirk is young, handsome,
and availabled

O30A0O®OAEET ®DA AOA 1 AOOEAA O OEAEO OE E;?OF
AE £EAORADNGT OAI ET AAA EAO ZEOEAT A xEOET 09
OEET E AOACCEIC A AT OPIA T &£ EEAO AOIT OT A A U

She stopped and looked ath® AZOEAT A xEEI A OEAU x AEOA@A

X%XFX%X%X%XFXFX%X%X%X%XFX#TZ?FWXFX%X%X%XF-XFZFZFX%ZFZ%ZFX%ZFZ%X%X%X%Z%X%Z%X%ZFX%ZFX%
>

e

wear bruises from my last escort assignment. Do you remember the children of
thatsnooty Al AAOOAAT O AOT i #UCT OO )))ebod
0OAOT A TT AAAA8 O" AOAI U85
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A MATTER OF HONOR

The doors slid open, and the two friends entered.

O4EADOA O OAT 111 60A0O8 )B8A OAOEAO A
O/ O A +1 ETCselhed 0AOI A OAA

*7T AAT UT OAT x1I AA8 O4EAOGO0 110 A&OTTUS

O
O)
T\

Yo Xp Xp 2p X 0p Xp X X X Xe X Npar X X X X %

asking me to include a Klingon boy. Neutral planet or not, escorting one ofthoseis
notmyideal £ A CI T A OEI A86o

O$EDI T loktésg, Alocelyn. On a neutral planet, all beings are treated
equally. If the Klingon commander wants his son to become acquainted with our
Uii EAARET EOEAOR xAS|80COEA @A« AEGA Okl G OA ¢
AADOAEI 860

04 EA OA 8 Ove gdulite] FauladNViark my words. The council would be wise

~ o~ N - A~

Oi AOOECi A OAAOOEOU COAOA O1 OEA +1ETC

o X XeTE X N 2 %

Paula stopped in front of her office. She gave her friend a concerned look.

A A~ e s o~

*T AAT UT xAOAA O0AOI AGO xAOTET C AOEAA8* 0)

ITOEel ¢ O EOOO iU ETA8 )il OAEA OEA EéAC’
ETA TO 110686 3EA OECEAA8 O) I ECEO 1160 ‘Igo}l\
POl A 1 A 8ayiduicardsdght, Jocelyn,and you could end up with an i
invitation for a private tour of the Enterprise0 i

*T AAT UT  OT 1 OOA A 8 En@riisdis ghirgBotbA thd busly viith thé& A i
topaline affair to even remember to pick up his own kid, much less notice | exist. i

f o e e s oA P | ST
"AOEAAOh ) EAAOA OEA OOAOOEEDPBO 110 OOEAEE
O0AOEADPOhS O0AOI A OAI AOEAA xEOE A OiEié%

Jocelyn rolled her eyes and waved gooetlye to her friend. Then sheheaded for

the transporter terminal to begin her unpleasant assignment.
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A MATTER OF HONOR

Jamie looked upwhen Lt. Kyle activated the transporter. She wondered what
she was in for.A big brute of a guard? A skinny stick of a tour guide? Maybe her
escort would not even behuman.

Hmmm, interesting possibilities?

A young woman appeared on the platorrh AOOOET ¢ ET O1 .* Al

The lady was very pretty, with long, thick dark hair, expressive black eyes, and
pale, creamy skin. She was dressed in a professional yet céontable-looking
yellow and gray outfit.

O7AT AT T A ABnieh®dd MO EAOEAO OAEA xAOI
+EOE806 (A OIiI EI AA

Jocelyn returned the smile and steppedbff OEA OOAT OPT OOAOS
OEA ATl OlatAdtge,@tyouds2rvA A 8 6

Kirk nodded toward * AT EA8 O4EAOA &0 ANIOCTE OREOAOC M | %A 8

*Al EA AEAT 80 AAE||x1%@@@mmﬂmm&m®mmAOM©H
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Kirk crooked his finger and motioned her to the transporter platform.

leaning againstthe bulkhead in watchful, wary silence. i
O7 EAQaddkdblelittte CEOI ho *1T AADPBI OADAAEARST &
M an e A o o W
Obl AT AEAT U886 3EA OOOT AA O Al EA AT A xAOAA
A
Jamie rolled her eyes and said nothing. e
Lo e e oa L soa . oo R S
+EOE AAOCEO EAO CAUA8 O30AU OEAIT 1186 O # E
O(AT1Th -EOGO "OAAUS8SOG e
A
A
*

Sighing, Jamie pushed away from the wall and followed Jocelyn up the steps.
O7 Aol E+ BAAEA xEOE ElOM&MAABWNOE@RAMOB@@@l
placedasmAi 1 h | AOAT T EA T AEAAO EI *AmBAomeﬁbE

OEEO Oi PAI ETA AOGOET AOOR 1 EAUeS o
Jamie nodded and shoved the communicator into her pocket. i
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A MATTER OF HONOR %

Jamie fickh A A Cc1 AT AA ET *1T AAT UT GO AEIC%AVAC)E@T

0 Ci xEOE EAOed b
Jocelyn reached out and patted Jam@BAAA8 O$1 180 xI1 OOU iA A
#ADOAET +EOE8 *AlEA AT A ) xEIl EAOGA A JAO

671180 xADE JOxA AOE A i

Jamie cringed. Nobody ever talked to her like that. e felt about five years old. i

Sheglared at her father, who had the decency to look embarrassed. i
691 6 EAOA Ui 06O 1 OAAOOR #AAAORS +EOE OAEA

61 , 068 +BUABS Owl AOC N

The transporter room dissolved into a million sparkling dots. i

ﬁx pAs
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PAg

PAg
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*T AAT UT 60 AOOE OOA Aswdet th Tbasdy Aand Arapiatient 0D E A
minute they reformed on the transporter platform at Aeson Central.

O#1 1T A 1.7A8 GEAiedd 3 EA Jbhié franAh® platform and
took off.

O7TEAO08 0 OEA EOOOUe®

O have another stop to make before we hit the zood She pulled Jamie onto a
sliding walkway that stretched from one end of the vast central terminal to the
other.

Jamie watched in fascination as hey slipped past ports of entry, shops,
customs, and other nteresting arches. Beings of several species passed by on
another walkway goingin the opposite direction, and Jamie waved.

031180 AT OsndppBd G!T AARAOGA T ECEO AA Al
gesturetosomel £ OEA AOI OOOAO OAPOAOGAT OAAS8O
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A MATTER OF HONOR %

They soon arrived at another section of the terminal. A huge sign showed i
Jamie where she wasGATES E-1 THROUGH E-4: TRANSPORTERSFOR THE KLINGON i
EMPIRE. i

OTEAOG OA hebe AT EAICEA AOAT AA BohaxliigdnA E h E'@DE

)81 EAOA O AOAI 06 A +1EIcGiT AiU O OEA

O +1 ET CIT Al UhkérsutpAsk ahdA JONEORRADA AD. | T AEAA
Miss Brady. | was hoping to meet a Klindg T 8 &

091 6811 CAO UT 60O xEOEh OEAT 86

O4 E E Onightin@ e OT AAAh AZEOAO All 86

*T AAT UT O1T O1T AAA 11T Al EAUKEBOET A6 OAX A1

the zoo, just say so. | can easily take you back to the Federation transporters and
be rid of you8 6

Owant 0T OAA OEA Uil hoe *AIiEA OADPI EAA8 O
Al 01 AT60 OAEA 1 As8o

Jocelyn snortedO( A6 O A admAOCOEAED 8O0 AOT b AOAOUG%EE
O OEA UlIIT8 4EAOBO xEU UI O60A OOOAE xEOE |

O3 00AE EO OE QdfQdo ow forAdcélyh tohearl A

AEA xT11 AT AOITdidlyok dage 607 EAO

O. 1T OEET C86

OhopeEOB O 11 OEET Ch A A Adké&yohback A the Ehip soXdstd
Uuird xi1606 ETix xEAO EEO Ul 068 !''TA Ul O

Shetuggedi T * Al EA8O0O# ERAAT T8 , AOEO £ET A OE

0) O EA 1T OAO OEAOAeo6 * Al Eykdbby Helwaskaningd |
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X

against a counter with unfeigned impatience. He appeared to be about eleven or
twelve Earth years of age.
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A MATTER OF HONOR i

P P v oy aa . TR AP

The boy straightetned AO * AT EA AT A *1T AAT UIT ADDPOIAA
Ui OO0O0AT #h EOIT AT EAT A1 Ahdo EA O1 AAOAAI c*)i
Al i OCE8S "
Jamie gaped ahim. i

0) O PAUO O1 ®BT I(EOCODAT AN ATARADAT AAS é)ijA
A E E1 AZaANydater consented to this insult only because your weakminded
AT OT AEl ET OEOOAA8B6 [ Believe AdhCGite xpdndt sdelEit® in A U A?8
AEOCOEOAS8SG

Jocelyn folded her armsoverherchest 0! OA UT O AET EOEAAed

X

The boy gave a curt nod.

O4EAT 1 AODOxAA8DT |

4EA AT U OAEOAA A EET CAO AT A bl BMIGAMN E A
the company of this . . .this creature®

=d B C
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O! EartherCE Ol sartedhBABOOAOOAS8 O) EAOA 11 0660 A
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O(1T x AAT UT 6 OAG OOBAGE. Havé ypwdver met anyone
AOT I WAOOEed
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O, EEA xEAOed *AIlEA AEAI T AT CAAh AAOAT AEI C
e e a e m e am e e s x m i aa x A s . AP
*T AAT UT UAT EAA BAQEAAMER T OBHOBEBGD EADPO A

R b SRR EC  E

15
IC T T I T W W IX W W T W W T W I T W I I W I I W I T W W I W W T W I W I T W W WY

XX N e X N Yp Xp N Np Xp N Xp Xp X X Xp X X Xp X Xp Xp X X Xp X X Xp X X Xp X Xp Xp X X Xp Xp X Xp X Xp e Xp X X X Xp X X XX X X X e X X X
*
>
m
T
Qu
O
>
g
mh
)
v
O
>
B
(@]
=
L<\
Bo
.
m
(o}
8
24
>
mh
B,
Q)
B
Q;
O

. PAg
arm and called to the Klingon boy to follow. As they proceeded to the tramway, e
she MAA A RNOEAE EIT OO0O1I AOAOGEI T8 O4EEO EO i?;AI
oy« - PAg
+A Ol Aeo o
Kerla gave a curt nod. i
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A MATTER OF HONOR

Here are the rules: No slurs, no bickering, no overt acts of aggression against one
AT T OEAO8 | COAAAed

Jamie and Kerla eyeckach otherwarily.

kayh 6 * Al EA OAEAS

O! COAAAN dpped. AOT A OT A

Jocelyn looked at the two unlikely companions and sighed.Then she glanced
EAAOAT xAOA AT A 1 OOOAOAAh O4EEO EO CIlETC

Chapter 4

-ocelyn, Jamie, and Kerla soon found themselves outside the gates of the Aeson
\z00. A dozen carved images of strange beasts and flying creatures decorated the

gates and surrounding waiting area.

o Xp Xp X Xp Xp X Xp X Xp NP X Xp Xp X NP Xp X X Xp X X Xp 2p X X X 2 X X X 0 X

z ~ ~ 3 A s A s oA

YT OPEOA T &£ EAO EOOEOAOQET 1helpkt falEexkited 1 E 14C 1

s

at the animals she was about to see. She glanced at KarlHe looked bored.
When he saw Jamie looking at him, a slow smile spread over hisfac®) T x EE E E

AGEEAEO Al OEAU EAADP OEA EOI AT Oh ) xTTAXO@
O0)1 OEA AQEEAED DEEIEQN 11RO TﬂiﬁﬁzéET@iA;

+AOTABE@ 1T £ OE| KR8 GQAEAET OHOW OO0 AAAE TOEA@iAi

~

4EA AT UG8 Oshédt UdhiADrprisedO09 1 O A OAE QI®AEMESG E A @AI’

O0AOEADPO OEEO AAU xEI1l 110 AA A O OAI xgc')C
O, 11T E ADRIhNGT AOIEA ET 8 O0O4EOI xET ¢ UI C)ic‘)x
Some government official must think we can foster good relations between the i
Federation and the Klingon Empire with this lame-brain schemes8 6 i
O4EAOCB8O EI BT OOEAI AAd * Al ETheyAdokkd at dachl A iOE
PAg
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A MATTER OF HONOR
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other, AT A OEA CEIT OO0 1T &£ A COET APPAAOAA 1
O* 000 EAAD UI 6O TAOOU AiTii1 Al 60 @Gdid.
O.1x8 $1 Ui d EAOA OEA PAOOAOG OEA Al O1
09 A0O86 * Aérsoht arl 8Howed iito Deelyn.
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her own over the light. A moment later a transporter beam whisked them away
from outside the gate and into the zoo proper.

The Aeson Zoo spread out before Jamie for whaseemed like miles. The first
thing she saw was the Savannah Lands of old Earthacres of then» surrounded
by water barriers anda low rock wall. Animals grazed, ran, and jumped past her as
far as she could see.

Jamie hurried to the wall. A magnificent Terran giraffe wandered by not twenty
meters from where she stood. It lifted its head to a bushy tree and began to munch
while Jamie stared, opermouthed, at its size and beauty.

+AOT A AOAx A1 T1T COEAA gl Azpsch QighA iy Anto T

¢

(@}
Xp Xp X X EpRe X X X Xp X X X X e X Xp Xp 0 X Xp X X Xpir

your openi T OOE 86
Jamie shut her nouth but continued to gape at the giraffe.
el N N N Ve rs vd N — o ~ ~ ~ ~ pe Ve rd = N b hY e ~ 7 ~ 71:7\ ~
O7AT 1 h *AIl EAhd *1T AAT Ul OAEAh OxElage OE Al
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Ai11TOAA T ADp A Z£Ax [ AOAOO &OiI i OEA OAOAT LA
PAg
Jamie tumed around and faced her escort. Then she looked at Kerla, who stood e
. . . PAg
fuming at the obvious snub from their escort. e
. . . . el e PAg
Jamie noticed something else too. The zoo was beginning to fill withvisitors. 2
When they passed by, they gave Kerla a wide berthA few pointed and stared i
Others hurried past. i
No one was smiling. i
Jamie felt her cheeks turn red when she heard people whispering . . alien i
PAg
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A MATTER OF HONOR

i 71 O0AQo.xET AADI T xAA EEI ET EAOAed

Poor Kerla!Jamie thought.

He looked uncomfortable and out of place

How would | feel if| were visiting a Klingon zoo and had a Klingon guide? What
if a bunch of nosy, rude Klingons were staring at me and making rude comments?
What if people seemed afraid to look at me?

Suddenly, shel OACAA + A0l yosx A7 AGD AGAAed

04 EA + 1 Bhits of tourde@the boy answered at once.

O- AU xAh -EOO "OAAUed *AIEA AOEAA OEAEDO

Perhaps Kerla was uncertain how to act in a strange culture with different
customs. Maybe his rude remaks hid anxiety he was too proud to admit, for fear
of appeaing weak.

Jocelf OECEAA8 O!id0 OFEA O8I @EINTAAA TOEAI

>

X

X%X%TisXFXFX%Z%X%XFMXFXFX%XFZFXFZFX%XFX%XFXFXFX%XFZFXFZFXF
mh .

(@)
O

the zoo labeled RIM WORLDS OF THE KLINGON EMPIRE. O" OO UT & x11
* Al EA8 4 EAUBS OA stsAdeliind Aoixe Heli® OrotallyAvkshitable for
children,eODAAEAI 1T U 1 EOOI A CEOI 0806

Kerla turned dark with fury.

JamieCOET T AA O OAEA OEA OOET C 1T &£ *1T AAI
4EAO OI O1T A0 AgAEOEI C8 ) AAT 60 xAEO86 3
OAAA UT &6 O OEA AGEEAEODS8O

+AOI A6 O Adi ApA DHerx ke g&¥e her a slight nod. Together, they

Yo Xp Xe X X 2 %
e

sprinted ahead of their guide.

"U OEA OEI A T AA1T Ul AAOCE O everun offiCagakl
Y611 1TO0A T U ETA EA&A EANOBGE EREZA EXAMBBERCAOO]
/A A A 8yoDyoling lady. Your father will hear about this if you so much as leave
iU OECEO ACAET 8 ) xkiehBiOO&EGAOLAGAORDOIORUE

X
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X%X%X%X%X%X%%X%X%XF_%WZ%Z%Z%Z%Z%Z%XP'ZF
C: ™M

@

She broke off and turned red. Kerla was clenching his fists.
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A MATTER OF HONOR i
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O!'TA Ui O60A 11 0ed
Jamie bughed @fcl OOOA 11 08 ) 8
O) OAAho +AOI A OAI AOEA
at the slashback exhibit.
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A small crowd had gathered around the onfinement area of what the sign
said was arare animal from the Klingon worlds. A Duress Slashback almost never
made a public appearance. It was such a deadly animal that few zoos eveept

one.

O\
N

Jamie shivered when she read thelescription. She looked aobund. ©) AT 1

Ve PR -~ s~ e z o~ =

AT U Ol ACGEAAAEOhS®d OEA |1 OOOAOAA O1 +AO0I
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As if by magic, a slashback appearedrom deep within a dark hole. It
happened so quickly, and the animal attacked the force field with sich
viciousness, that Jamie leaped back with a cry of alarm.

+AOIT A 1 AOCEAA AO *Ai EAG6O OAAAOQEITI

p
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curious on-lookers. He spoke again, and the slashback froze. It stood on its hind
legs,clearlyi AOT AOEUAA éhanting BpAeckAT UGS O

The crowd murmured its approval as the slahback allowed itself to be
examined. It was a viciouslooking beast. Long, needlesharp fangs filled its mouth.
Its back was covered with wide bladelike disks, which looked ready to slash open
any unsuspecting victim.

Jamie swallowed) ET PA +AO1 A AT AOGT1 60 AAIl I
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A MATTER OF HONOR

The watching crowd grew quiet as Kerla worked with the beast. Then he gave a
OOAAAT h OEAOD Al iT AT A8 4EA OI AGEAAAEN
hasty retreat into its lair.

A collective sigh went up from the crowd, and they began to drift away to
other exhibits.

The Klingon boy leaned on his elbows and stared at where the beast had been.

*ATEA EI 11T xAA OOEO8 O+AO0I Aeo

He grunted. 07 EAOe &
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EOCI AT AEEI As8o (A OOOT AA AT A CAOA * Al EA

* Al EA AAAEAA AxAUopé&ssi AO EO OAAT T U AA

O/ £ AT OOOA86 (A COAAAAA * Adrip8d ABQEAT A
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Kerla grunted and stared at their guide, who was watching the scene with
obvious disapproval. Then he gave Jamie a shove, as though he had tired of her.
O7TEU AT 180 Ui O 1AAOGA 1T A AlTT1 Aed]laskitdA OA
I OOOAT AEA A Oi Ai1 EOI AT EAI Al Ah AEOEAOS
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(A OOOTAA 11 +TAATUT8 O0)060 1T AOGET OO U
written all over your face. And your scen? tOAAEO 1T £ EFAAO AT A A E§O C

Q6T O AEOCOOOAARGSG * Al EdelocRiAgEKiiyon.ONIckrO 6 O& A
I1TTEET ¢ OEAT OI T A )B80OA OAAT AAAEI OA8O

Kerla was a handsome youth. His dark hair hung over his shoulders like any
proper Klingon youth of highborn family, and his forehead bore the beginnings of
what would later become very attractive ridges. His eyes were dark and his skin a
light bronze. He was tall? nearly as tall as their guide and surely had the
strength to refuse to do anything she said.

Kerlabarked a rude laugh.07 EAO you®ll IAx AAT OO OOAE

O) ET1T x Ul OBabybud @AE OBDBDAEOC x EOE | A8
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Kerla gave Jamie a thoughtful look. Then heshrugged.

O0$1 AO OEAO 1T AAT UWBO 1O 11T ed *AlEA AOE
Jod1 Ul OOEAA O1 OACAET OIi A AOOET OEOU ]
O7A OAT All OEA xAU 1 0O0AO0 EAOA AT A OAxx T
0601 AA O61 +AO0OI As O)di1 AAO OEAOA AOA Ai‘l [
and you probably know morA AAT 0O OEAI OEAT OEA Ui 1 C,‘%EZ
O4EAO EO A KA wdrndiUfled hidvoiEeA i
«1 AAT U1 OT1 00AA8 O0)8i 11 Uil GOEAAs ) |
AT ET A1 68 Y81 1T AOAT U O 1 AEA OO Oshapssiod QA@ A
O0$1 1680 UT O 1 EEA AEEI AOATeo * Al EA AOEA§8
G&OATEIUR 118 910 OxI AOA EOOO PAOO 1 A&

iiiEs O11TA OETAA xABOA AAEIC EITAGO xEOE

Ai1606 OEETE IOAE T &£ +1 ETCiTOh AEOEAOBDO
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Jamie nodded her agreement.
The two looked at each other, wondering silently what was to be done. Kerla
nodded. Then they turned their backs on their unwilling guide and headed for the

next exhibit, leaving Jocelynto follow . . .or not.

Chapter 5

hen Jamie and Kerla discovered how Jocelyn felt about accompanying
Wthem around the zoo, they banded together to ignore her and tour the
zoo on their own. Although Jocelyn uttered threats of hauling them back
to their r espedive fathers, one look from the fierce Klingon boy silenced her.
0.17T0 T1T1U EO OEA AEOCOOOAA AU 1 Anhbd
xEEOPAOh OAOGO ) Ojab el TrisE#nOvorlOte dur adiAmaQed| |

s A~ A A~

match her in height and caneasiU OOAAOA EAO EA OEA 1T OAAQCL

Jamie nodded, but inside she was far from happy with the sudden change of
leadership. She wagretty sure her father would be appalled to learn how she was
acting toward Miss Brady.

Worse, she had a feelinghe would hear about it sooner or later. Jocelyn might
fear the Klingon boy and his parents, but Jamie doubted the woman stood in awe
of Captain Kirk.

For now, however, Jamie had little choice but to follow Kerla. The Klingon she
had so badly wantedtoméd © EAA OAEAT 1T OAOh AT A * Al E
AU OOEAET Cd6 xrolratter- hBwOrany" m@rtal tbtes their guide was

E?X%X%X%XFXFXFXFXFX%X%X%X%X%X%Z’%??Z?X%ZE;%X%X%X%X%ZFZFZFZFZFZFZFZFZ%ZFZ%ZFZ%ZFZ%X%Z%X%Z%X%X%X%ZFX%ZFX%

keeping.
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i And anyway, Jamie reasonedMiss Brady hasbeen impatient and bossy right i

i from the beginning i

i O0) Al A AGDAKE threecobfouk days to see every exhibit in the Aeson i

v iThe +AOIA AiiiAl OAA Oxi EI 000 BxAbsAO AD €
v &) xEOE ) EAA OEOAA AAUO Oi OAA EO AlIho
i Except for the guilty feding about how she was ignoring Miss Brady, Jamie had i

i T AOGAO EAA OOAE EOT 8 +AO0O1I A xAO Al EI C)AO%OC
i respect. It appeared asf EA8 A OAEAT EAO O1T AAO EEO XEixﬁ
i AEAT 8 O Blodhew longitivould last. i

i Jocelyn summa it up well OEA T Ag@O OEIi A OEAU ()OTDD@A
i AOEAT AGEED Ui 680A Cci 6 CciEIC EAOAN EEAOF@&
i xEAO UT 00 AEAOEAOO x1 OI'A OAU AAT OO EO8O i

i Kerla said nothing. He had stopped speaking to Jocetyan hour ago. i

i O- BAA x1 O1 AT60 AAOAhd *Ail EA OAEAS i

i O)&éi 1106 O 00O0A mitdrédOshe clodedin@rheges andl 18t Adt U 1 i

DA A 1117ch OEOAA AOAAOE8 O(AOAT 80 Ul O OAAT A1
i O.10 I Ahd *Al EA OAEAS i

i Kerla glared at their guide. i

i O!' 0 1 AAOO csiforhdfiaomi | AT Ahd *T AAT UI DiAAgAA
i toward a bench across from the Andorian Exhibit. i

b 6, A0S0 Gi OAA ATTOEAO AQEEAEORGS +AOI A LOI
i Jocelyn obviously was not going to let such defiance go by this time. She i

Y Pl ET OAA OfiYouAg laByAyousit Bowrdor | call your father OECE® 11 x 86
i was clear she had endured enough from her two charges. i

v 2 Al OAOGAT O1 UR * AT EA T AAUAA8 31 EAOR =*i17AAI
i around, but Jamie knew better than to push this grouchy lady too far. She glanced i

i up at Kerla and shrugged. i

PAg PAg
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Jamie peered into the Andorian Exhibit. The sounds comingrrom it piqued her
curiosity. 7 A6 OA xAOOET ¢ OEi A EOOO OEOOET ¢ EAC

She took a deep breath and goke to Jocelyn in her nicest, meetingdignitaries
O EAAR rady? Wauld ydu let Kerla and me visit the Andorian Exhibit for a

AAx [ ET OOAO OEHIGCE 6UT 06 OA OAO

@)
N N N X N X X Xy X X X X X0k X X
: o

Jocelyn snorted ©) x1 O1 AT8O 0600060606 OEA Oxi1 1 A& [
secondh | OAE 1 AOO A EAx [ ET OOAOG8 91 O OEOD iOO
ADEAOOOAAB8G 3EA DPOITAA T &££& TTA T £ EAO c’ggl‘z'r

are killingmA 8 6

Jamie slumped on the bench and pouted. She felt a light tap on her shoulder
and looked up.

O A 08 @erlgrhontbed silently.

Jamie shook her head. She didd O A AOAS8

< P ~ - -

O*T AAT UT A T AAT Ul "OAAUAo6 !

(@]
>
>5¢
p>]
To
O,

silence.
Jamie looked up. A tall, darkhaired young man was jogging up the trail,
waving his arms for attention. He sprinted up and threw himself onto the bench

besideJocelyn drawing in deep breaths.

O$AOUl #111TAOCA6 *T AAT UT AoAil 8déi BAAET UEAT
twoyearss 1 1T O OET AA UT O 1T AEO - OOAT AESO 01 AT A i
Jamie eyed this new development with interest.
$A0OUI Al AOPAA *héyAollimb yod Were BrisoredPBendré this
iTOTETch AOGO )Y&6i 111U ET A&l Be gl ke Kdd & h I A
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quick glanceOEAT OOOT AA AAAE O1 *1T AATuis O 10,A
7 AAT UT Al OOEAA xEOE DPIODAOGBOADOO) FAOAI KEE A
kids to haul around the zoo . .6 ( AO O1 EAA OOAEI AA | EAE A@ C
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annoyance.

X

0$1 180 xI1 0HU - EHOOG OAAUhS * Al EA AOOC)C‘)@A
' T AT OEAT AT EI A1 O xEEI A Ul 66 0A OEOEOQEI (;si#'l'

Before their guide could changeher mind, Jamie and Kerla disappeared into a
heavily wooded area of the zoainterwoven with trails and small exhibits.

O) AAT 11 ibith GANCIUARIODT A Ced OEBAACEABDEA
AT T80 AA Cshtwd dutbohdy sighEfdr more than a few minutes and . . 6

A

O. EAAT U Ai1TAh *Ai EAhoe +AOI A AT i1 Al OAA,xE
. . o e e e e o
COEARS O) xAO xi i1 AROEI C Eix | OAE g MowCAOL Ui
x A &ft@édfrom our guardand canexpl T OA xEAOAOAO xA 1 EEA xgél

P - A s

Al EA EAOEOAOAAS 3EA pekviahedtd. Skelprkddid A O

Yo v b 3 b o R 3 e b

enjoy the Andorian exhibit while their guide rested, and then return.
However, Miss Bradywas getting grouchier by the minute. Jamie bnged to be

rid of her mean looks and rude comments. The thought of not returning seemed

o X X X X X 2 X

intriguing.
3EA OAT OO6OAA A TAx NOAOOEI T8 0O%$1 AO OE%O
are you going to take off onyau 1 xT e ) £ x A8 OAtrogble Fof rQnnidy Qgé

awaUh )B86A EOOO AOTOAIT A AT O1 8806 EI
+AOT A 1TTTEAA OOODPOEOAAS8 O(AOGA ) 110 PGIO
[ UGAT £ AU AAATATTETC Ul O T1x85

>

O) AEAT 60 Elix Eix Ri HAOEB8xADOCKRADA
(i 0] ETC86
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O) ADPITTCEUA &£ O OEAOh &I wadinad fdul nibAdeE Miyh C’)EAE
father . . . well, suffice to say he put everyone in a bad humor yesterday. | confess | i
OITE EO 166 i1 Uiobdss b

(A O El A A 8esplnted @ike & Kliflgon female with a challenge? and i
Ui &6 EAOA AAOT AA U OAOPAAGS )B0OA DOG 1 U I

zoox EOE UT &85
Ol'l1 OECEO86 *AIEA Ai111TxAA +AO0OI A AO

~ PN - A

AGEEAEO8 0O) 8 thd zoodwitrAyouD\When rmyAl&ii@holsAp maybe you

T>

can help explain why we left Miss Brady. Then we can all see the rest of the zoo

Ol CAOEAOS8G

+AOT A )EOHIUIABO GOEETE (U EAOEAO xEI 1 All
O7EU 11 0e 7A50A EBodowdd yduitod®drodnd ivite MEE A O
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™

father had any idea | would be in the company of a common human girl. You see,

he hashis position to uphold. | am his only son, so | must uphold his status also.

o X 2 X Xe X X0 X e QR e X X 2 0 2 2 XTI X 2
x

He is Commander Koloth of the battle cruiser Degreth.6

- . . R e e e e me e e e s R LWL
+AOI A POAEEAA OP xEOE Ol i E@AAEIAA] GQE D O%BARBE

finest ships, | mightadd.) AT 180 OODADORANDDSOA ARbes .
A EA xOETEI AA EAO AOixs O.18 "00 )&GA
AAT3BTGAO xEAT 86 3EA 111 EAA Obs OTEAOSO. EC
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&1 +1ETCi1 AAGOI A AOBEOAOS

Q O dnarvefous ship! The pride of the Empire This is my first patrol aboard
the Degreth6 +AOI A CAUAA AO *Ai EA xEQRitedf O
| OAAT OETT h ATA EO Pl AAGAA T U EZAOEAO Oi
* AT EA COETTAA8 O)O O1i 01 AO AGAEOET C86
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5 X X 2

Kerla blew out a breath.0! AOQOAT 1 AG AEDBOOET © AO ) OEL OC

he AAT EOOAA8 O- UottegBA0ddd O4 EMO)&ED A1 AT AOOEAA, EI

%

AAT AOA OEEDS8S "
HeCOAODPAA EAO AOi8 O, EOOAT N *AiEAam9T6§O)
xEOE Al OOOAOU8 ) x11806 1A0 Ui d CAO irod§
my father not allowing metobeinyour AT | DAT Ue 6
*AlEA xETEI AA EAO &I OAEAAA8 O7EAOQ AA|§@
O) 8 E A OA 8 aboard tHEDEYEeh. Owould very much like to see the i

restof the zoowithyoud 8 (A COET T BAZAOGERO 1T AAAT 80 A?AC

Chapter 6

"ocelyn Brady discoveAR A * AT EA AT A +AO0OI A0 AEOADPPAEL
“ET Ax OEAUGA ECT T OAA EAO 1100 IHE &R | |

OA
irO1
were to escort the children around the zoo and see that they were safg
returned to their families.
Her instructions did not include entertaining her charges, so she was
unconcerned whether they liked her or not. They had maintained an uneasytruce
so far, but what if they suddenly turned up missing?
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Fifteen minutes later, Jocelyn knew she was in trouble. Jamie and Kerla were

not in the Andorian Exhibit, nor were theyinanyl £ OEA AAEAAAT O A

EEI T OET OA EEAOBS8 6dreddaell har &y heEfdc® Ox AA O
$A0OUI Ccvvoud QBB £EIOA 6 AT AEAITAA WIS AAT

031180 OOAAO OEEO AO A POATEhR $AOQOUI 86

Oaxi EEAO EI A U7 7salOAEBOEOOUOOREADD A

o adex

AA

Sp Xp Yo Yo X Xp XU X X Xe X X

A

*1T AAT Ul OEOAx EAOOAI £ 1101 A AAT AEh OTAI
She rounded on heO AOE AKTAD8 AD7 ) OAI 1T *Al EABO /EAC)@AC

sorry, Captain KOEh AOO UT OO0 OEEDP AAT 60 xAOb 160 [
Uuir 60 AAOCEOAO8d86 "

She suppressd A OAOAAI T &£ AOOOOOAOEIT 8 é?EAA@ C
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tryingtofET A EEO EEAh )81 ClIETCc O AA AATTAA? é
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xT Ol AT 680 A Odebt much le€s h&¥elto explainn) 6§ OA EAAOA
01 OOO0A8G

$A0OUI AT T OEAAOAAS8 ydd(mednhPerhaps dulshould dald
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Captain Kirk and explain the situation. He can probably find her faster than you
can. Starshipscandoagreatmad OEET C0O86
*T AAT UT B/OA MEARMAAS OO- U ETAG6O0 11 OEA 1EI
andseewhattAU AAT Al AAT 6O EO8 )Y)B8A EOOO AO @I' [
i AOAE EAO Obp O1 EAO ZAOEAO AT A Aw@bl AET éEA
O(AOA EO U700 xAURS $ A OidkingQob Eniich of " 60 )
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beaming out, and security will have the beamout gates monitored as soon as you
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A MATTER OF HONOR
i A ETT x Eix EO All 0001 O 1 00Oh xEIIl UAebd
Jocelyn @qve her friend a sour look and an unenthusiastic wave as she headed

toward the nearest comm station to report the missing children.

A

Unaware of the headaches they had caused]Jamie and Kerla dashed from
exhibit to exhibit . They laughed and chattedas if they had known each other for
yearsrather than for mere hours.

+AOI A AT OIl AT60O OAI Ai AAO OEA 1 AO0O OEI
activity. Passing the Rite of Ascensiorwas an honor, of course, but part of him still
enjoyed being a boy.

He neverimaCET AA A EOI AT CEOI AT Ol A AA 060

P!

o Xp NP N Xp Np X Np Np P Xp X Xp Np X Xp X X Xp 0P Xp Xp X Xp X b Xp 0P Xp Xp X Xp 2 TR 0P Xp Xp 0 0XE 0 Xp Xp 0 X Xp 2 b X 2e X 0 X 2 X X X 0

take him long to discover that Jamie challenged all his presuppositions about
Earthers that had been drilledinto him since early childhood.

Why, this girl was not the cowardly, sneaking,untrustworthy, soft -bellied, ugly
creature he had learned about on Kron®. Jamie appeareevery bit as civilized and
honorable as a Klingon girl. She responded to his baitingwith wit and a temper,
and her eyes glitered with excitement when she challenged him back. She was
intelligent too. The girl seemed able to keep up with him in whateverhe proposed.

As for being ugly? Well, Kerla did not find her so. He found her excepionally
pleasing to look at. More pleasing, in fact, than any of his numerous girl cousins.

Kerla broke into harsh, Klingon laughter as he imagined the look on their
AOAT 0060 AZAAA xEAT OEA AEOAT OAOAA OEAREO
time his friend and he had poured Snathel oil into the ventilation ducts on the last
day of school. What a smell that had causetlHe choked just remembering it.

O7EAO0B80 e®l *AOTEHAU AGEAAS

They were sitting on a bench outside the Rigellian exhibit. She had talked
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A MATTER OF HONOR i

LA . Ly e oA - pAe

freiCEOAO DPEI T Oeo %
s ATEA OETTE EAO EAAA &inhel wanttohakd sufe the O A QO E

O6i DA ETA CAOO Of xEAOA EO80 CiETIC8H "
Oistarshipe 6 +AO1 A6O AUAOG COAx Oi 61 As bk AGT P

7

into his lap. It melted in a drippy puddle of cream. O !FederationO OAOOEEDeg 6
®AOho * Al EA Uatha@bn€rfrite. BAOOODEED ET OEA Aﬁ,&}

OEA AADOAET 85 "
Kerla ignored the ice creammessnEEO 1 Ap8 0O) O EO +EOEe E@
Jamie nodded i
O1 6 OEA OAI A +EOE xEI bl ACOAA 11U /EA;’OE}

OOEAAI Adbeo i

Qour EAOEAOB8 O OEEBR®©G | EdbBNOWOISIdie@ber the name i

Koloth. Everybody thought it was a good joke when Mr. Scott beamed all tbse i

tribbles off the Enterpriseand onto the Klingon ship.6 i

+AO1l A OET | Easshr&you itvdsAhd\jeke 1Owas a vile curse. Ever sice i
the tribble incident on Space Statonka h | U ZAOEAO EAO Ol x AA+ Of
O(1l x AEA #1i11 AT AAO +111 O0E CAO OEA 1 & §EA
+AOT A xAO OEI AT O A 111 A1068 4EAT EWI C’)AéAﬁ
tell you this? asitwaO0 AAET ¢ AiTAh T U ZEZAOEAO DPdé® #AﬁDC)
I £ OET OA 1T AOEOT I Ah A£OOOU AATT O 1T &£ 0O0I Oﬁi A
* AT EA xET AAA8 091 O80OA OECEO8 ) AiI1860 >§AT

) TAOAO OAx Ui 086 "

O) OOAUAA Kéilh énGdlere® andl Brasbedat the mess on his lap i
xEOE EEO 1 ADEEI 8 O, A080 110 OAIE AAI 646 O
OEET CcO AOGAT A +1ETCiT AATTT O AAAO AEOAC)@OE
(A O1 OOAA OEA 1T APEET AOEAA ATA QAUA&% A
Enterprised6 ( EO AUAQ7 EFGAGA AXZIGAA EEA AAT AOA OOAE g C

PAg
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091 O OAATTU xAT O O1 ETT xebo

O) 1 & AwAnt to know everything.6

Jamie chatted for fifteen minutes about the ship. Then she sighed wistfully.
O4AlTyoEHGI 60 CI T A AT 1T OCES8 ) Ent&@i&ssd Al O1 A

091 O8AAKEOE EOh ol 1+0ROWTAERAGRAPESB OMDto see a
Federation starship! | could hold my head above all the other boys back on Kronos.
47 AA OEA Oil 1T /&# OEA AT i1 AT AAO 1T &£ OEA b
but to stand aboard the AT A U &20novdtkaE®l O1 A OAAT T U AA O1 7 A¢

Hel AO 100 A AEOADPDI El GREAAGRAOCRDOO) BOK U
OOAOOEEDPh AT A ) TECEO AO xAll AA A OElogAT

O- AUAA ) AT OI A OAEA Ui &6 AAI AOGKECADAADRT ©
uir 6 OAATT U xAT O O OAA EO OEAO AAAS8O

XE%%X%X%X%Z%X%ZFX%ZFXF

% %%%%%%%%

X X 2y

T £AFZAO0 T £ UI 000 x1 Ol A 40AAN O EFOARR mmm@mmﬁlkm@ud

AA x1 OOE EOS86O %
He smacked his fistintotheD AT I T £ EEO EAT A8 O, AOSO~AI
price. What do you want in exchange for showingme the Enterprisee 6 i
O7EUR T®DOE&EOLK 1 U AEOEAT A8O i
+AOI A OEITE EEO EAAA8 ingdns atwAys Eegagthejr iébé
debts. (I 1 86 (A CGEAROOAGIORICEA® OO UIT Obndy shipE Enhk O'I'i @)
Degreth4 EAO OAAI O AT ANOAI OOAAAS85H i
Jamiegasped.O vould loveto see your ship. Nobody aboard theEnterprisehas i
ever done that But how are we supposed to do it? Can you bring visitors aboard i
wheneveD UT O 1 EEAeo i
O.10 AgAAOI U8 4EAO0B0O AIEIADA BIEA %&bAE@@?DI
AAT AOABS o
*ATEA 1T AAAA8 O3AIT A EAOA86 3EA AAOQE@jO
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you really think we cando ite 6

P T U A

A slow smile spreadA AOT OO0 +AOBDOSE £AAADBWIEKeAT T 6 O

But what if we get caught?Jamie almost asked But she clamped her mouth
shut. Asking that question would make her look scared. And weak.) AT 1 8 O
+AO1I A O OEETE )o6i A AAAus

Jamie grinned, even as she wonderetiow she would get Kerla aboard. She
doubted Mr. Spock would give her permission to beam a Klingon boy onto the
Enterprise

) x1 1 6 O Jamid decidedShé would askthe transporter chief, Lt. Kyle, to
beam her aboard without mentioning her guest. If Kerla stoad right next to her,
EA8A AA AAOCEO EIT ,dbécAuldatfarnitig trandpdktdr chizEnkoO A
letting her friend have a quick peek at the ship.

She hoped.

If not . . . well, she was a fast runner, and she knew every air duct on the ship.
Kerla would get his tour of the Enterprise even if she ended upgrounded for the
rest of her life.

O!'11l OECEOhd OEA AAAEAAAR Entefpiis&fitsCandd b

then we can explore theDegrethe 6

O(AUh UIT O EEAOAO6 4EAin & inifofn of 280 skcuriyl O1

broke into their conversatiol 8 O#1 1 A 1T OAO EAOA8 ) xA1T O
*AlTEA AAOCEO EAO AOAAOE ET EIT OO1 08 O/
( A O1 AOAE A Ad andiyhankell died frobh Ahe bench. Leaping across the
gravel trail, he took off into the densely wooded area of the exhibits of the Vegan
Colonies.

The trails were narrow and winding, a literal maze within the naturally

forested exhibits. Kerla, his hand frmly grasping * AT EA8 Oh AT O1 AA
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designated trail and pushed his way deeper into the underbrush.
O) AAT 60 0061 AT U AEAOOAORS *AI EA xEAAU

A8
Her heart pounded againstthe inside of her chest.

Suddenly, she feltherself lifted off the ground. Kerla tucked her under his arm
and set off with long, jogging strides deepe into the forest.

A few minutes later, he tossed Jamie to the ground in a stand of thick, green
ferns. He held her down and covered her mouthwithhi® EAT A8 O3 EEh6

Jamie watched Kerla with wide eyes.

The Klingon boy looked as if he were havirg a grand time. His eyes blazed, and

X X X X X X N X Xe Xe Xe Xe e X 0 X X X 2 0

his face was flushed a dark bronze. He raised himself above the ferns and peered

out. Then helifted his hand froi * Ai EA8 O 11 BOE8 O) OEEI E i"A

~ ’e A o~ N

.. much trouble.d i

O9AOA )O1860 EO AQEEI AOAOGEIT Ce 11 OAA@;@E(‘
him give chaseoHe fell back and started laughing. i

*ATEA AEAT 80 ET T x >sodldCIOTAAMAES 60- AUAA x:A

Kerla sat up. He lost his snE1 A8 O!'T A CAO OAT O O1 i Ui /E/
OETTE EEO EAAAS 0)080 Oi1 1AOA OF CI AAAE:
OEEDPeo i

09 A O 8he Yuérds kiow where we aremow8 4 EAUS81 1 PDET BT EI (ii [
no time and beam us right to? 6 i

O) oEhAbOUE that!d Kerla ripped a bulky device from his belt. @ EAOAS O ﬁ [
OEIi A O OEETE 1 00 OOOAOACU OEOI OCdathes A ‘ﬁ‘l
us. From there we can figure out how to get aboard theEnterprised i

*ATEA T1 AAAA EEGUBGOAAI AT 68 O i

Q

+AOI A COETT AA8 091 O-GAEAN hAl GERA QORI EGRO hx E%)%OA _
O3 000EOA AT A OOA A Aigpéddsopen hisfcommiidicaréi. A A AT A
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O#1 OOAGAT Begreth A AJ QFER OOe¢ 6

O. 1 hé +AOCIEAA OGREPE EEGAGR EET A 88 A) GCAA® | @O 6A O A

R R

Jamie was pondering what Kerla meant when the Klingon boy disappeared in a

sparkling yellow glow.

Chapter 7

“amie was alone.
A minute passed. Then twominutes. Then five. She shrank fartherback into
the brush.
) £ UT O60A 1 AEO I A EAOA OF EAAA OAAOOE

Ca

Then she heard a whine and felt the familiar tingle as a wave of dizziness
overtook her. A moment later she was standing in a lowlit transporter room.

Kerla stood behnd the control panel. He smiled when he saw her materialize.
Rushing around the panel, he grabbed her hand and pulled her from the platform.

O 7 A hetelyou are. What doyou think of the Degrethe 6

*ATEA TTTEAA AOTI OT A8 O7TEU BOThAEMRABOEET C
EO AOECEO AT A AEAAOAEODI 856

+AOIT A TTTEAA POUUI AA8 O0)O 11TTEO EETAj?T
1T AARAed (A EOOOEAA OF OHM Ailis®d08 4EAU OIEA

(A AOAEAA EEO EAAA AOI OT A OEA Al O1T AO éTA
I 00 1T £ EAOA AAZEI OA 41 OE CcAOO AAAE8s 7A A

X 5 Y X s e 5 e 5 D o 5 b o b e X b e 3 0 S 3 b o X b b X 30

X X 0¥

0

—_)

He led Jamiethrough the deserted corridor and into a small room. The doors

whooshed shut.
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Kerla fell aganstthewA1 1 xEOE A OECE 1 &£ OAl EA &8 Ciﬁ?,&
O9AAES " 00 xEAOA AOA xAeb "
5)1 A OOi OACA Oiii86 "
66 A0U ET OAOBDDEDEAA xBOEROO Al OEOOEAOIS

+AOT A OAi x1 AAET Driex ) OBIOOTA O 1 EEA ) biIAlIT
you want to sel e 6 i
O4EA AOEACAe®d i

Kerla shook his head9 AT7160 OEETE OEAO xI Ol A A§ A
AT CET AAOET Ce /O OEA AOiT OUe 0AOEADO OEAiAA

O.1T 0 OEA AAOAT OET1T AAI 1 O6hd * Al EA Al Ox%(‘),&
O) OOPPI OA 11 0hd +ACIOCKEBAORARBOIXEOE A C";E'I'
Theyl AEO OEA OOI OACA AOAA AT A OOAOOAA iA'I'
about the galley? No one will be there this time of day. You can try a Klingon dish, i
maybe platz-ruh or? 6 i
A shrill beeping sliced through the silent corridor. i
Keli A EOT UA8 O7EAO06 0 OEAOQeb A
O-U AT 11 OTEAAOI 08 311 AAT Au6O AEAAEET C i(”)f)
Jame knew there was no escaping a summons from her father. She reached %

R

ET 01 EAO DI AEAO AT A DPOI1TAA 100 OEA Ailii

x%x%%

just stay close and 0

f e n A e s I L N
0$1160 ABDOXYEOEEOI A OxEPAh TEQRO 4Gi1A OAME ARRASCE

O9i ® EAA A Aiii O EAAOGEI T O AAOEAAe 7EU A@Ai
591 6 1 AOAD AOEAASSH o
d7A AT O1 A EAOA AAAI AA O UT@mAmﬁeaémmﬁbk
= As o NN PN A s sl N N p oo ~ A - S

)oA OEIl OCEO EO OEOI OCE Al O A i 71 AT 6806 2
O7EUe 7EAGB0 xOI1Ced g
&/ EEEAAO *86T AT xEii 11 AAOA OEA OEQTAIiEi

PAg
PAg
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031 xEAOQebo

Kerla AEAT 6 O Idsteddlxhk éa8ed down the corridor, found a disposal
chute, and shoved the communicator into it. Then he fell against the bulkhead and
Ol EA Ol OEdouEADUOBHOOOEAD OEI A8d

Jamie gasped. Kerla had just disposed of an expensive piece of Federation
equipment and her only link with the Enterprise

O-U AAAGSO CIilivdujustdedréydd his commmudicator. And how am
)y OO0PPT OAA OI CAO EI i Aeo

+AO1I A EOI BPAA O EEO aEhAchegan tdret@de AidsfepsA
AAAE O OEA OOAT OPT O0AO oiilig O! xOAAEAA
x] OOEAOhe EA O1 AbbAGBA AOx EE)‘\EUTF)Bi')'I'AETD(AI‘)&'AAA@\E‘[A‘Ji QAE

N ~ X ~ n

XF;{%XFX%XFX%XFX%XFX%X%Z%XFZ%XFZ%XFZFX%ZFXF

O7EUeo0 i
O3 00PEA-CHADBEABAAAOOA Ui G60A 110 OOPDI ér;AA
An alarm went off. Strange, harsh words flowed from the peaker? Klingon i
words. e
O7TEAO08 0O EO OAUdiedg gefiledin* B A GilniaEn. | O i
O0) 1 OOOAAO Al A0OO8 4EAOGG6O UT Oh * Al EA8G i
5) 1 000AAOes 3EA AMAI 60 | EEA OEA O OT A Al A&
091 00 ATi i O1TEAAOT O xAT O 1T &£&h O 11 x O@A
arun. i
Jamie scrambled to keep up ashe Klingon boy raced through the long, narrow i

corridor glowing with the amber of alert. 0" 60 +AOI Ah AAT 80O UI Oi,& %

+AOT A xEEOIAA 11 *AiEA8 (A COAAAAA EAD

AT T80 AmgthingAdd security guard aboard a Klingon battle cruiser.) 8 O A i
AARAAT A & 118 ) TAOGAO OEIT OI A EAOGA AOQI OQE§ U
Terror made his words harshO) §adb@i CAO Ui & T £2£& OEEO (?‘QE =

PAg
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PAg
A MATTER OF HONOR i
- - PAg
Mevyaph
+AO1 A AO0T UAh EEO EAT Auder® Gdcadght Bet g2z Artd E 1 éﬁ *
gave heralongD EAOAE T DD eXadtifaElBsap® EA 11 OOEAA OEI @TC)'

Al EA PAAEAA DPAOGO +AO0I A0 OET 61 AAOS 1 A
pistol in his hand. He was speaking inharsh, clipped tones. N

Although JamieAE AT 80 O1 AAOOOAT A OEA xi OAOR OEA
OEA T AATEIC8 /TA 1TTTE AO +AO0I A6O PAIT A /EX A A

Serious trouble.

Kerla swallowed shoved Jamie behind him, andturned to face the guard.
O, EA OOAT ahd s@idinFede@tion English.

Krax I T xAOAA EEO AEOOODPOI 08 O7EAO AOA 0
during an alert?2d EA AT OxAOAA ET ! OBERSOAUAOODDOEOHR S,
bl AT AOOEAAe®

O0)6i EAAAAA &£ O OEA OOAT OPT OOAGO®G T 1 T x

+0A@ 1 AOOT xAA EEO AUAO8 O4EAOA EAO AiAT
signal from this section. | will know its 0T OOAA86 (A OAEOAA EEO* AE
EEO EAAA8 O7EAO AOA U1 O EEAET C AAEET A U¥kOC

WG o o o b o b

X X X

e

e

O othing worthy of your attentil T Kedla snapped.
(Everything aboard this ship EO x1 OOEU 1T &£ U AOOAI
AAOEAA8 O!'TA xEU AOA xA OPAAEET ¢ OEEO A

~ s o~ A s~ z A

O)6i DOAAOgMEd. Cho +A01 A

>

—

With a sudden twist of his arm, he snatched Jamie and pulled her wund.

ww**ww»w&%w*
o)
-

Clapping a warning hand over her mouth, he held her tightly and glared at Krax.
@GEEO EO 1T1TA 1T £& Uh&@y&ﬁﬁkﬁ@&um&hmgﬁﬁig*oT
ATA 1AO0 TA PAOOS8O
Krax put away his disruptor. 09 1 60 AA OE A O his o thebtidG ABAOOE
O) ETi x xEAOA EA EOS86H

O
—
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A MATTER OF HONOR i

O7EUh OEATh AT UT O OOAOAT ET OEA 1 bBDI CiiEC)
+AOTA OITE A OOAD OF xAOA +0Ags O! OA UILO
+O0OA@ OOAPPAA AOEAA AT A xAOAA +AO0OI A ETiﬁE
today, Kerla. Youdonotmil A EA ) EIT E?b hidbro®d fudet2AQuesiod® O 6 i
OEA AOEAGCAe 4EA Aiii Al AAO AxAEOO 1U OAD[OC
610 Ui O xEIThe +AOIA 1 OOOAOAAS 7EOE AlxA
Ei O OEA G861 EZO08 (A OAO OEA Al1 00110 £ OiOE
Krax raiDAA EEO £ET CAO AT A i©0EA G A+ AAGH AeAd E§8
Kerla stood stonefaced and refused to answer. He removed his hand from i
*AlTEAGO 11 OOE AOO Ai1 OET OAA O EITITA EAC)iC)E
Jamiequickly £1 61 A EAO OT EAA86 O7TEAOA AOA xA %T
Sheyelped when Kera pinched her? hard? on the arm. She gaped at him.
What is happering?OEA x AT OAA O1T OEI 668 " 0O OEA

>
O b
>:

Kerla looked away.
Hot tears sprang to* Al BAUBR® AO EAO AOEAT Ashe€r AGD

= e A

5
2

understood a single word Kerla and the guard had spoker even if it was in
English? but she knew something was horribly, dreadfully wrong.

4EA 61 EAO OlTx1U I AAA EOO xAUu ObP8 4EA

-

%X%X%ZFZFZF
Mk

Jamie stared at the deck, wishing she were bignough to make Kerla tell her
what was going on. She blinked furiously, clenched her fists, and promised to
make him pay for scaring her so badly.

4 EA 01 Efiiely ofpdnédOTDe guard, with Kerla andJamie at his heels,
stepped out onto the bridge of the Degreth.

* Al E A 6 glungeditd @Goes. Oh, no. Not the bridge!

4EA AOEACA T &# A +1ETCiT AAOOI AGEED

>
O

Suddenly, what had started out as a lark had transformed intoa very real, very

dangerous situation.
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Jamiex EOEAA OEAGS A 16k insde Af@ Rlikgbi\shif Bhe @idhed
she were back at the zoo, even if it meant being punished for running away from
Miss Brady.

She looked at Kerla, who ignored her. Hisattention was fixed on the center
seat. Jamie followed his gaze as the chawhirled around and she got her first
glimpse of the Klingon commander, Koloth.

Koloth sat in full military attire. He was
drumming his fingers against his armrest, but
when he saw the figures standing before him, his

fingers froze in midair. He narrowed his eyes and

o Xp Xp X Xp Xp X NP Np X Xp Xp X X Xp X X 0 X 2P X X X 2 X

cocked his head in obvious perplexity.
O7Al 1l eo 7EOETﬁéwméEﬁETQ§ET
A AAOAI AGO EAﬁﬁmﬁMmﬁm&?*AgﬁA

+ OA@A 2ADPiI O0OAO i
*AlT EAGO AUAO 1T PAT AA xEAA8 (A xAO ODAA%ET
x AOT 6 Ose AeAWArkeD to be polite. But for whatever reason, she was grateful.
She prickad up her ears and listened. i
+0Ag@ AAI A OOCEAZ£ZFEI U O AOOAT OEIT ATA ET%TZ
AEAEO8 0) ETOAOOEQAOANn@E%D&hm%@m%NééEﬁiO
only your son and thise O AT 86 i
O(1T x AEA OEA CAO AAT AOA T U OEEDPeo i
+OAQ® OOEEEAT AAg 091 00 Oi1 ETixO OEA ALOX
6+A01 Aed +i110E OOOTAA O EEO Oi18 O%IDI

+AO1 A OAl BOAA EEO AAOGEAO AT A AAbvousOi AOC
DOEAARh OOEAS80O I ET A8 ) AOI OCEO EAO AATAO§86

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢

+T11TO0E T1TAAAA Ap OERKNIBGI UA O)AAOARA Fl Ox AiOA;
PN Lo oA - e
Il U Ol 1l eo il
%
40 o
e ¥ P Fe A P A T Fr P Fr A P A P S P P A e Fe T Fe A P A T Fe A P A e A e A e A e f A f A A A o



PARAGASASAGASASASASASAGASASASASA SIS SIS S S\ S A S S S S S SR S SA SIS AS S A A S A

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢

A MATTER OF HONOR %

S&iyod,i 511 OA8 6 N

Koloth straightened in his chair. A rare smile cracked his hardened features. i

Suddenly, he began to buckle. Then he laughed. Finally, he howled. The rest of i
the bridge crew took thAEO Al i | AT AAOSO AOA AT A ET ELAA

laughter. i

Kerla stood quietly, but his face darkened with embarrassment. i

Jamie covered her ears. i
Koloth faughter died ax AU8 O0&i O 1 AR +AO0i Ae 7EAO B C

for this small scrap of huma EOUe 6 i

O-811 0AA6 +AO1T A OAEA OOE/E/E]USi(,
AT A AOT EAAA AT EA8O AUAOG8s 0) A?O(’
worth keeping. Do you not recognize the uniform she wears i

and the insignia on her tunic? She is from theEnterprise, sir.

A
A4EA COAOAOG 1 AOCEOAO AEAA 11 #0OE
1AEO +1 11 0E60 Z£ZAAA8 (EO tAUAO ORI 1
I e A ey a A N RO
O)T AAAAh A 1100 OAI OAAT A POEUA8o6 (A OAIl (
A PR N s e s oae o L L
0178 ) OAI OOA Ul 68 "OEIT C EAO O1 1 Ahoe +1kiC
e iino oo s o e W
O. 1T Ad *Al ERAl EOEBDEIAEAAOTI T +AO0OI A6O COEDh« OF
. v ax oA e g W o
raced for the lift. The doors whoosheA T DAT h AOO * AT EA AEAT 80 |
PAg
Krax snatched her up and carried her kicking and squirming? to the e
PAg
commander. He dumped her roughly onto the deck. e
Before Koloth could yank her to her feet, Jamie leaped for Kerla. She threw i
herself at the boy and plummeted him withher FEOOO8 091 &6 OOEAEA éi I
Kerla tried to ward off the blows. He backed up, then tripped and crashedto i
PAg
the ground. &
Jamie fell with him, landing on his chest. She hit him in the face, pulled his i
PAg
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A N o~ s A Ve

hair, and shouted, 0. AO OO0OOO A +1 EITCITA 91 0 EAOA

Kerla regained his balance and tossed Jamie from his chest like a rag doll. He
stood up, straightened his tunic, and glowered at Jamie in hurt pride. The bridge
crew was smiling. Eventhe commander looked amused.

Kerla snorted with anger and humiliation. His next words were full of
AT 1T OAT PO8 O$1T 11 O vinbtAideE a @eakling Aumaihn kAo of
ETTT Oeo

(A OOO0O1T AA OOCEZ£AI U O EEO ZEAOEAO8 0)
request permission to return to the surface of the planet and continue my
Agbl 1 OAOET 1 0856

O0AOI EOOGETT COAT OAAR TU OI186 +111O0E iAB
thishumangihr AO NOEAEI U AO ) Al 61 A8 3EABO A Oggé

O+AOI Aho * Al EA DI difed Resdf frénEife guad @it Qiéld AAi 0

’e A A s o~

EAO OEGCEOI U8 O)&i OT OOU ) AOOAAEAA L‘J'I'C~)8§$T

o X % X N Y X X 0 X X X Xe X X X X X X 2 X

+AO1 A OEITTE EEO EAAA8 091 6 AAiIT1c OI iio
7EOETI 6O AT 1 OEAO x1 OAh EA OOOI AA i1 EEG E

Chapter 8

ommander Koloth watched his son leave the bridge. Then he turned to his
Csmall guest. For a full minute he said nothing He just looked at her.

Jamie stared back4 EEO EOT 6 O O Ahklithought feaAtipaiyA ) &1 C
wake up any second and find ouE jdst a terrible nightmare. How could | be so

dumb asto trust a Klingon?
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Then a worse thought crossed her mind Nobody knows where | amA sob
caught in her throat, but she forced it down. No Klingon will see mecry. Not ever!

0) 0 xEAO [ wd»d0i1T OAEA OO

The clipped, harsh voice of Commander Koloth jerked Jamie from her
frightened OET OCEOO8 3 EA Al ET EAA AT A CAOA EEI

091 6 EAAOA 1 A86 (A 1 AAT AA A OxAOAh Al
DIl AT O A& O Ul O | 6K thiags firgt. Xouctaried id JAndes Kirk,
captain of the starshipEnterprise.# T OOAA Qe &

Jamie glared at Koloth.There must be a reason he wanted to know that, and it

certainly meant nothing good for her father or for the Enterprise

Y X X X X % X X X XOw X 0 X N X 0 X X X X X X %
P!
m

SheshooklerEAAA8 O. 18 91 60 Oi1 i AAA OEAO O ¢
E1T AEAOCA 1T &£ OEA ' AOIT 118 (A&11 AA AxiﬁEé'
PAY

go home or else 0 i
Ol 1 OCEA6 +111 O0OE OAAAEAA 1060 AT A OXADg *
his voice grewdeAAD OE OAT U O1 £08 091 6 AT OxAO AOAGAI

bold lie wins my respect, it will not win my lenience. | expect instant obedience, so i
you will answer my questiom OOOOE AO0iI 1 U OEEO OEIi A8o i
*ATEA TTTEAA +111 O0E EICHEAERUABOBDSG Al Tic‘) 0
+T110E OECEAAS 0O) OAA OEAOG Ui O AOA OODA;
He shrugged and selected a small, round, metallic device from an assortment of i
odd-looking devices near his armrest. i
(A EAIA EO 0P8 O$i Ui O Elix xEAO OEEO LEO
Jamie shook her head. i
) 660 A AAOEAA ) AET A OOAAOGI O Al & GAA
assure you it is properly named. | regret having to use it, but | will have the truth i
from your own lips. A little taste of it will convince you to answer8 6 i
(A O OOAA OEA ACiTEUAO Oi OEA COAOAN El

X X e 2%
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ET OAT OEOUh 1 ETEI Of AOOAOEITh +O0OA@8 !1
i AEA OOOA i £# OEA OAOOEI ¢cO859
+0OA@60 OiEI A EAAAA8 O4EAO EO A OAOOEI
GEAO T AU AAho +1110E xAOT AAh OAOO iU

>
S ?é:ZF NS
- M B

Jamie looked fearfully at the guard and backed away. Krax snatched her up and
pressed the agonizer to her shoulder.

The shock and pain that coursed through her body was like nothing Jamie had
ever felt before. A cry rose to her lips, and for a second everything went black.

Then she found herself sitting on the deck. The pain wasgone and her cry cut

off before she everknew what had happened.

Yo X X Y X X e Yo e v 0 e b e s SO0 2

But she was badly shaken.

Koloth leaned over and pulled herOT EAO A£AAO8 O.1 xh A O@OA

| AO6O O0OU EO ACAET h OEAI1T xAe )O *Al AO iéc
O09AO86 *Ai EA Al AT AEAA EAO EAEOHOO8 3 EA ﬁﬁé
O6 AOU CciiTA86 +111 OE 00601 AA O OPAAE Oix E

4o
In a fit of hopelesO OAOOI Oh * Al EA AOI OCEO EAO AEOO
N s . A SR

Ei PA T U AZAOEAO Al T xO Ul 60 OEEDP ET O A 1 EI11

A : s oA L

Koloth caught her fist as it came down foraseccmd Al | x8 O4EAQO x| Ot A
oL _ P
inconvenient for you, since you are nowaboardl U OEED8 0 e

e m A s s foAg s g ox s e s A e R

O AIT1TBAOEAABAOEAA EAO E£EOO AOTI +10Y OESO
U . e A a P
OOEI 1T EIPA EA AT xO0 EO OPAO e

oy e A N . = N LAY oA

+1 17T OE COEITTAA8 O) 1 EEA Ui Oh ObuAlittk EOL Al

~ N ~

OOAET ET C AAROEAAR AT A OEi x [ OAE ADDOECHA AJEA
UT 60 OAEA OEAO Ui 60 AAOEAO xAl 00 UI O AAAES
E

(A OOOT AA OI EEO Alii OTEAABEI é@A@E@E@ﬁO
smile grewwidee8 O0) AAT 860 xAEO OI OAA +EOQOESO /EA?AE
His laughter rang out throughout the bridge. i
PAg
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A

James Kirk had exprienced a long, miserable morning planetside, arranging
for the Enterprise to receive the precious shipment d topaline. The entire
procedure, at most a onehour affair, had dragged on for hours, tied up in the
usual red tape of bureaucracy.

It seemed asif the left hand knew not what the right hand did. ( A6 A AA

-_)

forced to endure the unpleasant company of deskbound paper-pushers all
morning, something he abhorred.

He had also spent his time wondering why hed Aeen required to personally
transportdown ET  OEA EEOOO bPi AAA8 ( A orded heEn A A
i EOO0 OEA Oxi1 OEI OO EIi OO0 EABA POI i EOAA

> Oz
—_

The captain was in a sour mood when he finally beamed up to the ship to grab
a quick bite to eat, so it was no wonder he reacted porly to the news that greeted

him when he checked n on the bridge.

Ve X T X X X b X T X X dpde Yo v X X o YRR b b Xb ¥ T B 2 2 e X X b b X2

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢

O7EAO Al udb@ly dakfied hee 6 EA AAI AT AAA xEATx E.
TAxO T £ Al EAGO AEOAPPAAOAT AA8 O4EAOBO QEA
. oL : . . . pAg
The captain plunked down in his chair and took a bite of his half-eaten chicken %
sandwich8 O! 11 OECEOh - 08 3bP1 AEh 1 A0G38O0 EAOAi()E
. . . : e
Spock hesitated before relaying bad news to his already frustrated captain. 2
0) 0O APPAAOO OEAO *AT EA AT A EAO 6AOAT 0O iDA
KirE 8 O A Ushdt O Bo@ the world did thathaD D AT ¢ 8 i
OT AT AU ETT xOho 3Thd wolhan ivds GketBhy Aith 8he details i
when she reported the disappearance to zoo securityThey made a standard search i
and closed off the exits, but they could locde neither Jamie nor the other child the i
escort hadin her care.d i
+EOEGO AUKXNEAOC TWERDS AEEI Aeo i
PAg
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Spock frowned8 Théy were not forthcoming with their explanations. All |
learned was they eventually advised the planetary council, who in turned
co OAAOAA 0OO84d

O4EAO0B8O EOeo

N e ~ ~ N~ e oA

NI Nhe Ngdp NN X X X X X X X Xp 0 Xe X X X %

0.1 0 AgAA®I DEOCOOEOPOO, BT 8 O4EA AT O1 AEI, E
AT A OEAU AOE A& O 100 DPAOEAT AA8o

Kirk clenched his fist and brought it down on the armrest, punching the
ET OAOAT 1 8 O) 3811 OABahds Eght ndwOWandpater éard locki OT’AE |
onO1T * Al EAG O Aignhl bnO bea BeOdbeard. Thentel EAO ) 6 A 1 E E /
EAOA A 1TEOOI A AEAO xEOE EAO ET 1 U 1 £AEEARKS86O6

He rose.

O3EOhO6 S5EOOA OAEARh O- 08 3b1 AE AltokeAAU *0O0
OECT Al 86

+EOE OAO AAAE Al x1 AT A OOOT AA O1 EEO EO

Spock steppeddown into the
command pit and approached
+EOE8O AEAEO8 O!

received the message from the

council, | asked Lt. Uhura to
signalherAT i | 61T EAAQT 08
O!'l Aeo

Spock raised one eyebrow.

O4EA OECT Al xAO A

~)

>

Xpi??XFXFXFXFX?*XFXFXFZFXF@ZFZFZFZFZF@\ZFZFZFZFZFZF

lieutenant could get a fix on it. She has been unable to lock ornto her position
OET AA85d
, 08 S5EOOA AOIEA ET 8 O7A OOEAA O OAA

were involved in important matter s, and it would have to wait until you returned
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O OEA OEEDS8S
O)i DI DORA® A EIEA86 (A CAUAA OEI OCGE
OAOAAT ET &OTTO0 T &£ EEIi 8 O/ GAO Al EI OO

Ol
-

> O
X Y b X YRS DR X X X 2 b

Where can she b2Has she lost the commurtator? He stared at the viewscreen
a few moments longer, pondering the situation.

O, 08 S5EOOARS EA EETAIT U AAAEAAAR ODOOZLI A
iIT -OOAT AEGO 01 AT AO8 Y6A AAOOAO ~EET A 1 Oib
inacouplel £ ET 600Oh AkAl) RARARDA OHADBA AAEEI A§6

Kirk waited impatiently while Uhura put the call through. He glanced at Mr.
3bl AE AT A OAx AT 1T AAOT ET EEO AEEO0O0O TEEE@AC

O!' Il AAOOGAAT O (AT 1 AUh #ADPOAET 86

X X

The view saeen lit up, revealing a thin-faced, sharpfeatured human with a
balding head and graying sideburns. He was dressed in the blue and white ohe
Federation Diplomatic Corps and sat behind a desk, busily working at a computer
terminal.

He looked up at the monitor screen, saw Kirk, aldA COAx Al AOO8 O#AD(
AOAOUOEET ¢ DOl AAAAET ¢ OAOEOAZAAOI OEl Ue 4EA

Kirk nodded.

(AT T AU OI EI AA8 Ow@AAlI 1 AT 08 4EAI C)EAOA@O
Oi AOAAE 1 OAEO Eii AAEAOAI UBO

O) & laid HouEy. | justfoundout OEAO 1 U AAOBCEOAO EO | Eg()é

(AT T AU Al AAOAA B&OA nirerOricidedts! aBureEyoud | judt 8
EAAOA AAT OO EO &OIi OEA Al Ol AEl 8 4EA U]

s o Xp BP0 X X 2 X X 2 X X %

e

Ol
escort is being reprimanded. The couril has initiated a Code 3,full -scale search of
OEA 1AOTT 778 ) AGDAAOG OEAUBI1T AEETA EAD |
AAT 6Oh #ADPOAET 8 %OAOUOEEI C EO O1T AAO ATl @OT

O3EAGO AAAT O EOOETEI @GROOh | ®A086 +EOE O@QEA;

X 0 2F

0 X
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understand why your council took so long to report this to my watch officer. If i

someone had contacted theEnterpriseas soon aslamiewas discovered missing, we i

could have located and beamed her abaoal instantly. Now & Kirk spread his hands i

wide to indicate his helplessness QWE OET 00 EAO AT i1 O EAA O'I'ic‘)

i i AAGA EAO AO All 8o i
(A 1T AATAA AT OAO 067 OEA OAOAAT 8 OI i AAGOA
(Al 1T AU OEGCEAA8 O) Al T Gigh tokzdoisecsrity.)Sécurlty D ADA |

#EEAZ 0AOOIT ETI xO 11T O0OA OEAT ) Al 86 i
The screenflickered and settled into a new image. A large, darkhaired man i

OAAT AA OOOPOEOAA O1T AA OAAAEOEIT C A EAEI § (

charge of the search detail9 7T O | OO0 AA #ADPOAET +EOES @ G |

TAxO £ O Ui OBEANR GO AATEdD oC i
O#A1l UT O OAI1T T A Eix All OEEO EADPDPAI Aﬁeé
0AOOT 160 EAAA OOOT AA OO1T Oius O7A380A ?E'I'

AOAT 0b6h *T1T AAT UT " @Gnaridib®ing)repddtiabott AchiOdAughder | A@’O

AT A OEA Al uU8bH i%
O"T UedO+GOEI AAEGEAOOAERNAS i
0AOOTT xAOAA OEA NOAOOEIT AxAuU8 O- Eooi O

chaseall morning andOEAT AET AT 1T U OAT 1 £&8 7EAO AEA}?Q; U
Kirk 201 x1 AA8 O) AgpPAAOAA EAO OI OADPI 00 gA
O3EA AEA8 41 100 OAAOOEOUS8S o
Kirk shifted uncomfortably in his chair. @Vho is this boy that is also missinge 6 i
&) 51 11060 A6 1EAROOU Of OAI AAOGA AT U 1TAJ A

) 60T oous ! i AAOOAAT O (AT 1 AUdO T OAAOOS8OG i
O4EAOG [ AEAO 1A 17006 O1 AAOUR - 08 0AOOT /86

. o

The security chief OECEAA8 O) AiT 180 Al O6AO EOh
Al AAOOAAT 08 311 AOGEEI ¢ O Ai xEOE

O)

<

To

To
$$$%%?’

> 5
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O4EA O1 PAIT ET Abléd to#SHIA &HE hodded idagreement.
+EOE OECEAA8 0000 EEiIi OEOI OCEh 5EOOA8G

Chapt8
I he view screen sprang to life. The Klingon bridge glowed dully around
#1 11T ATAAO +1110EG6O0 EI ACAS
GEAO Al UT &6 x Al Ritk askdd impafidnty.A Oe 6
TheKlingi T AT i1 AT AAO CAOA +EOE A Oil OEU

X%%X%X%X%X%X%X%X%X%ZFZFZFZFZFZFZFZFZF%

s o~ o~ o~ s PIRVN

I1TA AANOAET OAT AAh #ADPOAET ed
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your little girl, CapOAET 8 $1 180 x1 O0OU86O6 i
O$1 Wérge 7EAO EETA | £ AAOEAA EO OEAOed ,+E
O) 80OA ci &6 A OEEDITAA T & OAH@WWﬁ&mﬁhﬁAiéjA
out of orbit, my daughter is missing on a planet of over five million inhabitants, i
OEAG6O ET OEA AiipPATU T &£ AT OTETT x1 ATUﬁiAT
o) AAERIO UT O AT UOEEI G (1 0ARS 0AOOTTL O
OAOEOAZEZAAOQEIT &EOI I OEA &AAAOAOEITI AiAAO@@
excuseme,CaphET h )8A 1 EEA O cCchAd OAOBE O xI C‘)ES
The view screen went blank. i
Kirk slammed his fist down on the armrest. He felt helpless, a sensation he i
detested i
5ECOA 1TTEAA Obs8 O#APOAET h OEAOAGO A gAi
Degreth. #1 1 I AT AAO +1 11 OE86 i
O+1 11 OEA6 +EOE | OO0Ck@AARAded) xIiI1TAAO xéﬁé
PAg
RAg
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= . N nmeomm A x s 2o A Ay e A s N PR A QI

O) DOAEAO UNIOO AOI ACOAAGT 1T OE8 ) EAOA A,

TT0 ET OEA I1T1T A O1 AAT OAO x1 OAO xEOE U'l'ﬁsa
P

O0) OAA8 - AU ) ATl drafidd A0 GeirAvdniing id GoD the& A A
topaline? We envy you. The Empirebadly] AAAO OEAO O1 PAI ET A8 6§
+EOE EOI xAEAMIss WA | O ABAEAI GA DI AAGAT |

6i OEA PIiET 06856 i
O, AG8O 11 O AAKobtA éhiliddifin hig dedt @ndl Galzed titently into i
OEA OAOARH S OO)BHAEAOOET OEUAA O 1T £AEAO UI d‘; A

| bet you are Kirk thoughtt O4 EA [ AOOAO EO heGéd alovd. | Ui E /
O 4 EAterpriseis only carrying the topaline. | had nothing to do with the bidding.
You know that. | know that. Why are you wasting my time?0

Koloth did not reply.

@ have a ship to rung GEE O AnH Arge W@ lare breaking orbit in less than
two hours, you will understand if | make this communication brief. Is there
anything AT OA 11T UI 6O 1 ET Aed

Koloth smiled one of those exasperating Klingm smiles, the kind Kirk had

AT T A O OAAICIEUA AO 1T AATETC 1T1TO0OEETGC

0

Xp N N Tp X e N Xp X X N Xp YOy S N O N Xe X0 O N Xp N X X 0P 0 X X P 0 X X b % %

words carefully, Captain. | am going to make you an offer for your topaline, one
youAAT 11T O OAEOOASBOG
Kirk blew out an impatient breath. O# 1 | | AT A Aethb audhority # @sten
to any of your offers.6
091 66 A AAOthdode ol EFOQATORDIGIADBAAR EO 11
Kirk pause®8 4EAOA xAO OI 1 AOEET ¢ &anae80 OO EN
righth 6 EA OA EWhatAsAiATRAIAIAU S O OAEOOAe o

—

Koloth leaned back in his chairand wavedto someone offtscreen
A moment later, a Klingon guard dragged a small, rumpled girl into the
OAOAAT-@0 DPEAE
50
PAGADASASASAAGASASASADASAGASADADIGASADADIGASAGADASIGAGADADIGASADADABAGIRASASASAS AT AT A s

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢



PARAGASASAGASASASASASAGASASASASA SIS SIS S S\ S A S S S S S SR S SA SIS AS S A A S A
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A MATTER OF HONOR %
An invisible fist plunged into + E OG@ 101 AJarkie8 6 O i
+1 17T OE CAnESo, tilsAsthall Gcrap of humanity does belong to you. i
%o AAI 1 AT 086 i
Jamie stared at the screen, her eyes wide and scared. She made no protest i
when Koloth lifted her up and plopped her down in his lap. i
The invisible fist turned into a cold, hard knot, which settled ET + EOE 3 O O@ I
Never in his worst nightmare had he envisioned the scenario that was now playing i
out on his bridge. He was the captain of the mightiest vessel of the Federation of i
Planets, yethe was suddenly and utterly helpless. i
The rage he wanted tovent toward Koloth faded to numbness. Ineffective i
anger would give the Klingon commander nothing but pleasure. i
O+1 1 Kk AEA xEAT EA &£ O A EEO O1 EAANR 'QTC
Kidnapping Federation citizens is? 6 i
O0) 6 0A EEAT APPAA 11 1TTAhdé +111 O0OE OAEA iéé
PAg
PAg

BOET C AEEI] A Odidappdired 6 o WEegevA) B IAEA U1 6 ET DAL O
OLEAGEO A OEAEAEIOESQD | ARMRGROAGHEIT 86Al EA 4O
EAAA OEA xAO AAT AOA Ui 00 OEEDP8S (EO AETCA
ETTAAEAGA OAl AAGASS
591 & AOA ETi 1 RADAOEOET DOBEN QhAAAES | OET A
170 [OAE 1 & A EAGEAO EA& 0O dbild Batiitdsef BAAD. O

e

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢
s

. . . . PAg
matter how she came to be in my hands. The important thing is. . . | have e
Oi i AGEET C Ui & xAl 085 by
(A DAGOAAR ¢l AT AAA AO * AdokAF OAEAOOREBREA

Ui 6h +EOEeod (A OAOOOT AA EEO CAUA Oi OEAiOﬁ
to have something | want> the topaline. Are you perhaps interested in my offer, i
AEOAO Alleo i
PAg
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KlE AEAT 60 Al OxAO8 )1 OOAAAJafidd 6 OAEAR 0O) 1 x A
&" U Al BKobothdibigbdhers O' i 11h AEEI A8 910 | AU
0) 601 OOUhd *Ai EA OOAI I AOAA8 4AAO0O EEI ‘@&A
O) 08 Chorleyi AU hr E OE regsduEingvoied O%XOAOUOEET ¢8O (;@E
OECEO8H i
He hoped he cauld keep that promise. i
Koloth laughed, 0OAOO1 ET ¢ * Al EA AT A EOOEOAOET C/i+E
to say such placating nonsense? Face reality, Captain. Everything will ball right i
only if I get my topaline. And no amount of mealy-mouthed assuranaes will mean i
A OEET C EA ) AiT1806850 i
+EOE ECITOAA +1711TO0E AT A CAOA * Al EA Aiac‘
Jamie What in blazesareyouAT ET ¢ AAT AOA A +1 ET CIi 1 AAO?I i
Jamie dropped her gazdo her lap and shrugged. i
(A OOEAA ACAET gou@)awdyiframiVisA BradE) ¢ ix 11 O A;‘iﬁ;(;(‘]
Just tell me how you gotaboard+1 I | OE6 O OEEDP8 $EA T11A T?E
Ui ded Ye
Al EA OETTE EAO EAAA8 O+AOI A AOiI OCEO @A
6+AGI Ae 7EI 50 OEAOgS b
SG(A ATA ) xAOA I 1 MiésiBhdyGis@ltd uE Séially i |
Kerla. So we decided 0 i
Orii1i1x 1T A 061 Al AOE AUcutGiBE 16RO #AAl\ﬂE@D@fEHLBgOH
the credit for this victory goes to him. His first coup against the FedeA OET T 8 ( @ 0 |
Cl AEAO85H i
6" U EEAT ADPETI C 1 EOOI A CEOI Oebd "
O.o6h+1T117T0E AT O1 OAOAAn OAU AAPOOOEIT C Eﬁ Dl
our two governments play. You humans play a game very similar to ours. It is i
called chess| believe the correct terminology for this particular move is checkd i
pAg
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+1 17T OEG O COHhave o df Yol hour® 8 iged the topaline ready for
OOAT OPT OO O1 U OEEDPGO EI Il A86
+EOESO OO1T i AAE Al AT AEAA8 091 O ETT »t )
evenyoux | O1T A 00T 1T B O 11T x AT A OOA A AEEI A
Gl O1 Ae 6 O + )réathédEinto a shallow compartment on his armrest.
When he pulled out his handh EA EAT A A Oi AT 1 h O 01 A
you that | will stoop as low as I musttogetx EAO ) x AT 0846
He held up the agonizer8 Th® pain is severe, but it leaves no permanent
AAT AKAamOOOT AA O1 * AyolEcArBcon@iicd Yol Aaé to give
i A OEA Ol PAI ET A8d
Al EA OOEAA O xOAT AE AEOAA £EOT Ii$ ANAU
)

A

0¢
XF%Z%Z%X%X%XFX%XFX%%Z%X%X@%MXFX%XM%XM%XF
¢
@)

>

OEA pPI AAAAA8 O' EOA EEI OEA O1 PAl ET A8
Again?9 1 O OOAA OEAO AAOAAOEA AAOGEAA 11
O/1TTU TO6O0 1TA&£ 1T AAAOGOGE OU i dot widh koTuse&. ) O A\B 1T

want to use it now. That willbe your AAAEOET 1 86
Ol'l1 OECEOh +1110E8 91060 xEi 8 4EA Ol PA
O%@AAT 1 AT 086 T(TA UROOGRXAMA UKL M Q@I ET AA EEZ

xE1l1 AA AAAT AA O 1T U AAOCT EIT1T A xEOQEET
O! COAAARADI E&kBEmedNtime, | want your word that Jamie will be

wel-OOAAOAA AAT AOA UI OO OAOOAI 86
O/ £ A1 OOOAh #ADPOAE) 81 )1 BTl xAT O QEAEOEA
AEA OAOAAT OAOOOT AA OI OEA OEAx 1 £ -
O'AO6 EEiI AAAER 5EOOARG +EOE 1T OAAOAA
O) 61 O Oand kigna twad lcut o&f ©Otheir end, andOEAU x1 1 8 O

OEA EAEi hdo S5EOOA OAEA xEDNGBOBAKBRBOAEOGUR E

A
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Kirk stared at the view screen and struggled with what he had just done. He

had promised Kdoth something he had no authority to deliver. The precious
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A MATTER OF HONOR

mineral had been purchased to repair the lifesupport dome over Colony IX. Six
thousand people were depending on that topaline. Without it they would have to
be evacuated or die.

Kirk was caught in the middle of the most difficult decision of his career. If he
turned over the topaline to the Klingons, he would no doubt lose his command.
Starfleet certainly would not overlook such abreach of orders.

Worse, he would possibly be sacrificing the lives okix thousandinnocent men,
women, and children.

(T xAOAoOh EAZ EA AEAT 80 CEOA +111 OE
Jamie? Hec®1 AT 60 1T AAOA EAO xEOE @ithe FederktiorCT 1

X
m;
XeGr DI Xp 2e X Xp Xp Xp X 0p Xp X X X X X X X X 0 X

o O

and the Empire were hostile at best.

Kirk cleared his throat and turned to his first officer8 O3 Bl AEh Al
I OEAO T POEI T Oeo

O# APOAEHT B 83 BB AE OAEA ptidhOdre lirhifed. Fhd anly 8
other course of action | see is to offer Koloth something he wants more than the
Ol PA1 ET A8o

O7TEAO xIT O1T A +111T0E xAT O 11 O0OA OEAT OI

O0) AAIEO OEA TAAO 1T &£ £ETAET C O11 AOEE
are.. 0 p®k paused arrested by the look on hiscapAET 6 0 Z£ZAAA8 0O
notwishOT ET T x OEA T AAO AO OEEO OEIi A8o

Kirk gavethe Vulcan a grimlook. 07 A1 1 h 3biT AEh EAZA Ul 6 A @I’ A

C
%%%&m%%ﬁ%%%%%&%%ﬁ%%

i
E .

-_)

Y611 AA OAAAU O EAAO EO8d6 XIAOIOHT UIAO L Pha. A A
to sickbay. Oh, and stat readying the topaline for transfer to the Degreth8 6 i
O# ADORE .

O) ETilxh 3bIAE8 "O0O0 ) OITA +711171O0E ) x@”i

Kirk left the bridge without another word. i
PAg
PAg
PAg
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Chapter 10

oloth broke the transmission with the Enterprise and leaned back in his

chair, satisfied. This was turning out better than he had ever dreamed. He
would return to the Empire a hero for securing the desperately needed topaline for
his Empire. What horizons would open before him because of it!

He remembered his son, who had made it possible Smart boy, Koloth thought
with pride.

9AOh EAGA CAO EEO OiI PATETAh A& O +EOE
despised Earther, would let his child be kept by the enemy. He shuddered when he
thought of the possibility of Kerla in the hands of the Federation to be raised
learning to hate his own people.

Koloth had heard plenty of propaganda, and although his encounters with Kirk
had been mostly honorablee save for the tribble curse he knew the stories hed A
heard about the Federation held some truth. To leave his son in their hands would
be unthinkable!

No, Kirk would do everything possibleto get his child back.

Koloth spared a brief glance at the human cHd in question. The guard had
returned her to an out-of-the-way corner. The girl had drawn her knees up to her
chin and sat numbly, staring at the Klingon bridge.

Jamie» is that what Kirk had called her? certainly put on a brave front. In
spite of her obvious terror, Koloth knew his guards would be kicked if they
approached her.

He wished she would cry and carry on so he would have an excuse to despise

her. Instead, he was grudgingly starting to respect her courageas he respected his
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battle encounters with her father.
Ah, well, Koloth thought w ith contentment . Even if Kitk AT AOT 6 & AT | A

M

with the topaline, | still have the last word. Just knowinghe Federation captainhas
lost what he values most, perhaps even more than his precious ship, will sustain me
for a long time. It might evenmake up for the tribble plague with which he cursed my
ship.

O#1 11 AT AAOASd 4EA AT 11 O1TEAAOETT O 1 EEE

O7EAO 11 xe +HE®DHAD O®A OB 60

O. AUh #1111 AT AAO8 )OO EO OEA bl AT AOGAOU

N

O

poi
Yo X Xo Yo YFFe ¥ X o Yo X X Xb Xo 2o Yo T Xb 2o b e

13

never replied to the message regardit Ul OO OT 1 86
O7TEAQed
O4EAOA xAO AT AAOI EAO 1 AOGOGACA OEAOD
OAEAAOI AA O1 60 AO O EOI AT B8O Ui T AAAEI
+117TO0E xAOAA Al Ei PAOEAT O AOi 8 O7EAO

&k T b 2 2

O/
OE

care of himself. In fact, the situation resolved itself when he returned to the ship.

4A1 1T OEAI ) EAOA 11 OA EI DI OOAT O OEEIT CO

-_)

Koloth returned his attention to more pleasant contemplations. He knew that
securing the topaline for his Empire would result in the High Command officially
i OCAOOET ¢ OEA 3EAOI AT60 01 AT AO EEAOAT 8

N
)

as he could see. All in all, the commaxder was pleased with the situation.

He turned to regard his prisoner once again.

A

Jamie looked up. he Klingon commanderwas gazing at her thoughtfully. What
ishe thinking?! T A xEAO8 O OAEET C $AAAU O 111C¢C

Yo Yo X X b b o Yo Yo X X X X X X Xb TR o 2o U LT X

2

She wondered where in the world Kerla had gone. It seemed she had been here

forever. She wassotired and scared. It was a lot of work pretending to be lvave.

56
IC T T I T W W IX W W T W W T W I T W I I W I I W I T W W I W W T W I W I T W W WY

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢

Yo Xp Xp X X Np 0 NP %



PARAGASASAGASASASASASAGASASASASA SIS SIS S S\ S A S S S S S SR S SA SIS AS S A A S A

Yo Np NP N N N N NP Np N NP X N N N Xp N 0 N X Xp N X X X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 N X Xp N X Xp X 0 Xp N Xp Ne X Xp N X N X N X X N X ¢

A MATTER OF HONOR %
Suddenly, the Klingon commander broke the uncd £ OOAAT A OEI1 Al g,&&'
EOT COUR AEEI Aed "
Jamie shook her head. She would starve before she ate Klingon foott. was i
DOl AAAT U PT EOTTAA8 O0) xAT O O1 <CI ETiAﬁéiOE
6.1 Ai OAO8 | ROAAEAICAT GG ABG i
O#i 11 Al AAOAS *81A180 O EAA AOTEA Eils
O+*61 AT h )Yé6i CciETC O EAOA OEA A(;'I'TEUA@ I
Il EEA OEEO806 +i11 OE xEEOIAA EI EEO OAAC)@ /
officer. i
O3EO8 ) 060 OER ACAERHAQEAAT @1 DAEOO 11 ic’)a
AAT OO Ui 6O Oi1 85 i
O7TEAO EAO EA Ai1TAed i
O) AT 1170 ETT1x86 i
O/ AT A AEATTAI 86 (A DI ET OAA OI *A—iEA§ (
up. Thecouncil f ECEO 17T O OAEA T ECEOI U OEA /EAA;@; C
AEOEUAT ET 1T OAEO AOI OT A OEAEO bPiI AT AO8d6
The screen came to life in a blaze. i
O7ET AOA Ul Oed +111O0E AAT AT AAA i
O) Al #T OTAEITO -T11TATh #1111 AT AAO8 ) Ajgl'
it distressing to learn that you have taken so little interest in your OT T & GbeingA 1 | i
To say you have more importantthings to attend to does not speak well of your i
OAl AGET 1 OEEDP xEOE Ul 60 Oi1186 i
O7TEAO AOA Ui O Al AGEAOET ¢ AAT O0h #TéiAéﬁT
67A ET A O AA UI O OEAG Ui 6O OI1 xAO [ EOGO
contacted you again a few minutes aggand you say you have other 6 i
O+AOI A AAT OAEA AAOA 1T &£ EEI OAl &8 AOE%AO
Ai 8 (A60 EAA EEO Aii i OTEAAQEIT O AAOGEAA gi\l
pAg
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pAg
A MATTER OF HONOR i
. o o~ oy e s s e o y T A
4EA Al O1T AEI 1 060 AZAAOMURAN AA8 O7TEAO AEA LUI
O) OAx EEI 1 AOO OEWIOEADS8BEI OO ACT AAT AQA
O4EA AT O1 AEI1 -sdalA €ardh Ading &l afE®@doh, Commander, for i
the two missing children. They ran away from their escort and have been traipsing i

about the zoo on their own ever since or OT xA OET OCEO8 7EAO ﬁ;ﬁ;& [

O7EAO CEOIl ed &OT i Kobth walched Dakid stiugge tcgeto A@Aﬁ
away from the guard Kraxhad covered her mouth and was holding her firmly. i
O4EA &AAAGAOE-ITIT IBEHEOGRAEAT 6 O E bré tegetleE A @x |
all day? Their escort says they were on fendly terms most of the morning and i
planned theirl EOOI A AOAAPAAA OiFI CAOEAO8G i
O0) ETix 1T1TOEETC AAT OO EO8 +A@owdo EO /EETiAF\
The screen went dark. i
Koloth motioned to Krax8 DAAOA EAO86 4EAT EA 1 OAA%AA
side. i
Al EA EOOOEAA 1T OAOh OOAOOI AA AU OEA Aiic;(‘)
0910 ATA 1T U Oi1T xAOA OI cCAOCEAO 11 A O GO
Jamie nodded. i

x o o e o e o o L

OWBAAOI U ET x AEA EA | AdgACAH AQAT ADAAD &I O

- e m o m A e oo o NV 4

O(A AEAT 60 EEATAD [ Ahd * Abeéaldlse Awamdd ;oET AA 8
We got caught when my communicator went off. Kerla dumped it down a disposal
OT EOh ABGO EO xAO O1i1 1 AOGA86

7

Tt 2

&rou came aboard a Klingon ship because yowanted toe &olothd O AU
Al AUAA8 O$EA UI O 11060 OAAI EmiBhtieéd AAT CAO
O. 1*8/i EA O EBDO govA thas nod Kerla was just going to show me

R

0O)

around. Then | was going toshow him the Enterprise8 0

+1 117 OE8RIITBAGE 091 0takeKeka dbdard th€Enterprisee 6

O9AO8 "OO6 AAAEI OA ) A1 O1 Ah UliT OAAOBGOEOD

R i

O

0 X
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X X %

L. Ly . .. ~ o e
into more trouble for running away from Miss Brady,O1 + A Ol A AskehiE AAA, x .
. . . S
ship first. Then my communicator signaled, and we got aught AU EEI 80 43 E

bl ET OAA Oi..wnalAgBi @' E1AT x OEA OAOO86 i
+7117TO0E POI1TAA AO EEO AAAOA AT A OAQAOA@A

AxAU EOI T Ui 60 AOGAI 00ed i
Jamie gowled. &- EOO " OAAU xAOT 60 1 EAA8 3sah AEAT

morning long. We knew she was only taking us around the zoo because it was part i

i £ EAO ETA8S "
O(iihd +1T11TOE OAEA8 O!'TA T U OilTe (1Tx @EA
*ATEA 1TTEAA Obp ET O OEA ATIIATAAOGO?}A

AEAT 60 xAl O liedsedA BT AT ABOAEAOI AAT OEETQOS§ 3
@o ono i
0) OAAOAA EEI AAAE8 ) EECOOAA EA xA%;E

Ol EAPPU AO ) xAO AAT OO0 EAOET C -EO0O "OAA% A
3EA OOCAPPAA AITOAO O +1T 11 OE AT AIfeli xAGAA

P
Ol OOU OEAO OEA 1T OEAO PATPIA AO OEA UI T #x]

e A A g
him, as if he werea creepyalien8 ) x AT OAA O AA EEO AOEAKAS
Jamie moved away from Koloth O! T A werefriends, until we came aboard
your ship. Now | see that hewas just pretending to be my friend so he could give

me to you8 0

o X X 2 X 2 %

SheAOT OOAA EAD AOI O 1 OAO EAO AEAOO8 069i.0¢C
) EAOA EEi8 ) EiPA ) 1AOAO OAA EEI ACAELS8G

+7170E CAOA *AiEA A OOOATGA 1171 Emred4EAOA
he murmured. O+ A01 A6 O EiI 110 EO OAOU Ei Bi 0OOAT O 0i
He drdi | AA EEO AEET GAOO 116 OEAR AAOBADGE C
i T 01 EAAOGET 1 Kerla ArEEBJarh Qi@ abGadEl Thave a few questions
5A 1 EEA Oi AOE EEIi 856
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HA OOOT AA A A A E gsGiight hol e ad\tBey dpgeBrFdhild. Kerla is

deceiving someame, and that someone may bene.d

A

Kerla brought the heel of his boot down on his communication device and
ground it into the pavement of the Aeson Zoo. Then he scooped up the pieces and
tossedthem into a trash receptacle.

He let out a long, slow breath and leaned against the rough bark ba nearby
OOAA8 O4EAO OEI O1 A EAAD 1T A Al AAO 1T £ OEAiOE

7EAT EABA 1 AEO * Al Elegrét Ke@aknkw Hedad/oghyla | /E*; Of
short time to disappear. Hs ZFZAOEAO xAO 11T AT AUud O AT 1 8§ 4 |

o Xp Xp 2p X Xp Xp Np X X Xe X X NP N X X X %

eventually figure out? either from the zoo personal or from Jamie OEAO + A Oi A &
presenting the girl to his father as a captive was a lasminute attempt to conceal
the true reason for her beingaboard the Degreth.

+AOI A OEOAAAOAA8 (A EAA 11 xEOE Of -EI

(@}
OI

bound to rescue Jamie from theDegreth. He had pledged friendship with her, and
she trusted him. It was certain Jamie hatedhim now, for what looked like his
betrayal, but it had beenthe only way Kerla could maintain his freedom and be
allowed to leave the ship.

He slammed his fist into his palm. He knew exactly what his father would use
*ATEA &I 08 0) xEIl 110 AA PAOO dwwh&OA
AOT x1 8 O04EA %itopafind,A OICAAA® BGBA OEA POEAA

e R e E

>\

—

X%X%X%X%X%X%X%X%X%X%Z%Z%Z%ZF%ZF

He drew himself up to his full height and headed for the zoo security office.l|
hope somebody will let me contact th&nterprise. But they might as easily

He swallowed ard forced himself to finish his thought. Thosela® humans
might just send me back to théegreth.

Kerla could not let that happen. He would not let it happen. Somehow, some
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A MATTER OF HONOR i

PAg

way, he would talk to the captain of the Enterprise A

. . : : PAg

His knees suddenly felt like piltatE . . . the extrarunny kind. A

Talk to the Federation captain?l must be mad to think | can talk to aStarfleet i

officer and live! Whenhe leans EAO ) 6 OA Aidi&h EAGSI 1T 8 8 §8

Kerla swallowed the bile that roseto his throat. Stop this! Thereis no fear! | am i

. PAg

a warrior. &
ButKerlab © ET AAO AT 1T OET OAA O1 x1 AAlbwklying O E@ |
buidng OEAO ET OOAA UiT 1T Onksldd @riobgiia greehandiviootA A 1 i EQ

Al 1 EACA TAAO OEA 4A00AT AQGEEA&&HWedAAOI EA@ C

Kerla slipped through the automatic doors without drawing attention. The
building was crowded with tourists and their families. Zoo attendants and security
personnel wandered the corridors. Kerla studied he directory, running his finger
down the unfamiliar English words until he came to SECURITYOFFICE 117

He hurried down the long corridor and stopped in front of the door. Drawing a
deep breath, he activated thesignal.

The door slid open, revealing a large room cluttered with men and women.
They were all poring over map grids and colored panels. Their voices resonated
like machinery. Occasionally, a large man with a thick mop of dark hair shouted
orders then returned to his comm board and continued his monitoring.

Kerla headed for the dak-haired man. The sign on his deskrevealedhis name.

GEOFFERYPATTON8S O %@ AOOA 1 A8 1 OA U1 & ET AEAOCA yix
0 A O © hdad snapped up. He glared aKerla with ill -disguised impatience.
O7TET 1 ABAORG@ BEEO EO AOOEIT Odaubds hand OOT 1 T A1
iIT8 "AO 10085
Kerla leanad over and rested his shaking hands on the desktopO isten to me. |
must speak to the captain of theUSS Enterprise) O EO A | AOOAO 1T £ A@C

Patton straightened8 O4 EEO EIOR A6 OA O& Ais b #E4E® Anll dght4 E
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A MATTER OF HONOR %
now,x A6 OA ET OEA T EAATA T &£ A OAAOAE I DAOA@ET
091 O80A TTTEEIC & O A CEOI ho +/Ad A C’)AI?EA

O(T1 A AT EEOAU 0AOOI T80 AUAGafingorki kb x EAAE
AOAT 80 UI O OEAGOREICI EEEEAAEKOe 4EA TTA ix E
his ship, OA EA AT A OT 01 Aed i

(A OI O1 AAA EEO AAOGE AT A COAOPAA +AO0I Agg(')

Patton led Kerla into a small room at the back of the security office. Once i
there, the large manreleaOAA EEI 8 O$1 UT O ET i3xfulldddd OA SEO
search going on foryou andthe& AAAOAOET T CEOI OEAOA DAO@ C

O9 At +AOI A BADITRAOGRRAMAT AA 1T 060 1T £ OEA U@T
ship, the Degreth. That is why your search has beentt OOAAA OO £O1 86 i

Patton looked readyO'I' Agbl | A,@;E (o] !gT REABA EO OEA T*'I' x

~ A~ N - A~

X %

AOAT 68 O x A AE. TWd hdmaA Ibokshdadyitollice and dice me
He pushed down his flight-or-fight instinct . O$1 Ui & EAOA OEA AﬁﬁO Ol
a call through to the Enterprise’i)
0) AAIl
O- U efFEilténds to use my friend Jamie tox OAOO1I A OEA &AAAOZ
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from Captain Kirk .6

091 O MATGIOOET 6086

Kerla ground his teeth in impatience and frustration. Not to mention worry.
Jamie had been aboard thdegreth along time. She must be frightened out of her
wits.

But probably not as frightened as lam right now, Kerla mused. ® would not
make up somethinC | E E AeinSigdelOh o

O!'TA UIT O6h A 1T AOA Al Uh e dhdaton lyitakingsto &1 @Al’
OOAOOEED A APDMEARSA 0AIGCDIT A 6pads lydur infoEmatirs éi
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R e

along to the Federation embassy. Ambassador Hallewill ? 6
O. IKedafeltthe Al T T A AOAET A&OI I EEO AEAAA8 ( /i\i Ol
from the communiAAQET T O IDATAATBG @ ET O11M1905 @EA 6E @‘IT 1l

my father like | do. | have an idea how my friend can be returned unharmed, and i
how the Federation cankeep its topalE T A 8 6 i
Patton gave Kerlaanod.O' 1 11 86 i
O) xAT O OI1 A EAtérpride And AfferAmysBlEala hostage. Captain i
+EOE xEI 1 OEAT EAOA O1i AGEET C O OOAAA ?I'C
Kerla spoke faster when he saw the man softening O4EEO xEIT 1 A gﬁEA
fault, and | wish to make itright. MyET T T O EO AO OOAEAS86 i
091 60 EiTl1l Oed OEBEDOCEOAEDIIxOAAD) § OA EA@OA
EITT O AOGAT AAT OA 1 EEZEAS8G i
0) O EO O0OO0OA856 i
The security chief looked long and hard at Kerlas8 O) £tellhf e tedth, i
thel UI O8 OA OAEEODR BOAEGABEOEREUMEAI T UI (")O;ig Ul
Obelievel can succeed, ifyou AO I A OPAAE xEOE #ADPOAEW +
Pattonleti OO A 11T Ch AAAD doiaktAhd Ederpfse.Bdtl OE %E o

dond Know if Kirk willeven OAT E O1T Ui 08 (A 1T AU AOGE 1 A DI
Od DAEA OEA Qerldsgid ® KRG 6OEA OAEA T £ U EITTXO

Chapter 11

irk sat in sickbay, nursing a SauE AT A OAT AU Aaetidinalésfoek] U 6
KHe swirled it around, watching the amber liquid intently, his thoughts a

thousand light-years away.
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The doctor poured a brandy for himself and replaced the flask.
O/ £ AUDOGAT CEOA +1117T OE OEA Al AOGOGAA O
tobemoretobAl ET A OT I AxEAOAB8G
+EOE OEITE EEO EAAA8 A1) AAEsIBADVESH A O
xEll CEOA +1171 O0OE OEA Ol PAI ET A89o

R R e

He sighed, defeated. His decision meant the end of his command, and possibly
EEO AAOAAO8 0) 61 I dgmEa@dl thivgh to Sxérfleet o EviackiadeA |

B 5 o szt 5 0% 3 5 P 5

Colony IX. Atleastnol EOAO xEI 1T AA 171 06086
(A OACAOAAA -A#1 U ET [ EOAOU8S8 O7TEAO E
Bones? Would | sacrificesix thousandl EOAO &1 O 11 Aed

McCoy laid a sympathetic hand
on hEO AOEAT A®OIT OE
have to make that decision, Jim. Not
today.o

Kirk smiled bitterly and lifted his
AOET E8 O( AOA &Qotténi
commander one way, rotten father
OEA 1T OEAO8d 7EOE
OEA AOOTEI C 1T ENOEMO AMAUROOT TIAI G830 O%E OE

OMmEDS

Os$1180h "1T1AO8 4EAOAGO 11 OEET C UI
x AOOAA A1T1 OCE OEI A EAOA8 )B8A
OOAT O&EA OB
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tell you up front that a Klingon youth was involved. This boy and Jamie are

O
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missing, then poof! Jamie ends up on theDegreth.4 EAOAS O O1 | AOEEIT Ci O¢
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demanded action from the embassyo
(A OEITE EEO EAAA8 O4EAU AAOGAOOGA OI1i A
you should put pressure on Halley. He can use his influence with thecouncil. In
0001l h OEA Al O1 AEl AAT DOO DPOAOGOOOA 11
(A PAOOABBO OXIEODBE EA OOU8DH6
+EOE 11T AAAA8 0971 O60A OEGCEOh "11A08 )

+
o Xp XETIE X NP Np X X NP N X XxAP
NSO

(@}
3
O

our sel-E1 BT OOAT O Ai AAOOGAAT 086 (A EiAEAAOA%;E
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O7TEAO EO EOh #ADOAET + EOWth whatlapplaledOAAT O |
" A o ooon oA e A iAo oA = s . N AP
AA PAOEAT O OAOECT AOEI 18 O4EAOA EO 11 1AxO¢

AT 110 Ai1O0ET OA O AAIl OEEO 1 £ZEEAAB8O
O!' Il AAOOAAT Oh UT GnpletdyGrnk with @e.d A AT Al
O7TEAO Al UI O 1 AATed
O 7 Eib this other missing kid?Is it a Klingon bl U e 6

(A1T1 Audod Z£ZAAA OOOT AA AAOE xEOE A£GddUS8 A
PatonOT EAAD A T EA 11 OEEO O AOITEA6AT U TE0
O. T hAAOOAAT 08 0AOOI T AEAT 80O OAlI1l ikeh8ao

to know by whose authority you kept this information £0T | | Ae o

Halley swallowed and looked down at his workspace. His whole demeanor
changed from arrogart to regret. It was obvious he knew the captain could make

things difficult for him with the Federa tion Diplomatic Co rps.
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